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Regional Nuclear Pharmacy
30 Murray Hill Parkway, Suite 450
East Rutherford, New Jersey 07073
(201) 438-4044

January 27, 2005

Michelle Beardsley. License Reviewer
Licensing Assistance Section

Nuclear Medicine Safety Branch

Nivision of Radiation Safety and Safeguards
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Region |
475 Al.endale Road

King of Prussia, PA 19406-1415

RE:  License Number: 29-30867-01
Reporting of Lost Exempt Quantity Sealed Source - Co-60 Rod

Dear Ms. Beardsley:

Pursuant to our conversation on January 26, 2004, the following information has been
prepared to report a lost Co-60 Rod Source: .08920 uCi on January 1, 2004;
Manufactured by IPL; S/N: 1030-15-2. This source was used to perform calibrations
on counting devices used in the PET lab. This letter has been prepared to outline our
investigation, notification and corrective actiun.

Investigation:

On January 24, 2005, I was conducting the quarterly inventory of the sealed sources used
for instrument calibrations. Through this process the Cobalt-60 rod source could not be
located by this consultant. Over the next 24 hcurs, the PET staff made attempts to find
the missing source. However these attemp1s were unsuccessful.

On January 25, 2005, T contacted the NRC operations center to inform them of the missing
source. Prior to this phone conversation, it was determined the source in question was an
exempt quantity source (<1.0 uCi) and did not require regulatory notification.
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However, we contacted the NRC as a courtesy, in the event our lost source was found in an
unrestricted location.

On January 26, 2005, T received your call requesting a written report of the incident.

Corrective Action:

The PET staff will conduct a daily inventory of the sealed sources used for
instrument calibration purposes. The inventory will be documented and summary
results placed on file for future inspection.

If a sealed source cannot be accounted for, the radiation safety officer and facility
manager will be immediately contacted by the PET staff. The radiation safety
officer will conduct a search of the premises in an attempt to locate the source in
question.

All sealed sources identified on the inventory will be stored behind the L-shield
located in the fume hood of the main lab

The importance of sealed source storage and source security was reviewed with the
PET staff. Throuugh this educational review, its anticipated the PET staff will better

manage the use and storage of these devices.

If additional corrective action is required, it wil' be immediately implemented by the
rad:ation safety staff,

If additional information is needed, please contact me at (201) 693-2277.

Sincerely,

u$rh¢%gag éch~M~—’

Michael W_Lairmore, M.S.
Radiation Safety Officer



