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From: Timothy Johnson
To: PHILLIP BARR
Date: 7/26/05 8:55AM
Subject: Re: Louisiana Energy services and the "nrc"

Following is in response to your email dated July 17, 2005, and your email dated July 18, 2005, on the
dose impacts to high winds:

You indicated in your email that the NRC believes that "there are no high winds" in the area around the
site for the proposed National Enrichment Facility (NEF) near Eunice, New Mexico. On the contrary, you
state that there are high winds in the area and that such winds have the potential for carrying radioactivity
from the proposed NEF to persons living in the area.

In its safety and environmental reviews of the proposed NEF, the NRC staff considered the meteorology
and climatology (including wind speeds and direction) in the vicinity of the proposed NEF site, as well as
the potential for airborne radioactive constituents to be transported offsite.

Section 1.3.3.3.2 of the Safety Evaluation Report (SER) discusses the NRC review of high wind
information LES considered for construction of the proposed plant. High wind data is also discussed in
section 3.3.1.1.3.2 and 3.3.1.2.2.2, including Tornado design basis taken into consideration for the
construction of the facility. As for winds carrying "pollutants", section 9.3.1.2 of the SER discusses the
ventilation system that will be in place to minimize the release of particles to the environment. All proposed
releases are expected to be within State and Federal limits for the proposed facility. The SER may be
viewed at the NRC website at http://www.nrc.aov/readinc-rm/doc-collections/nureos/staff/sr1827.

In its final Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed NEF (NUREG-1790), the NRC staff
analyzed the potential environmental impacts from the construction, operation, and decommissioning of
the proposed NEF. Discussion of air quality and the expected impact from airborne pollutants are
presented in Chapters 3, 4, 5, and 6, and in appendices C and E of NUREG-1790. The EIS can be
viewed at the NRC website at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/nureqs/staff/srl790.

As discussed in NUREG-1790, the prevailing winds are predominately from the south, with relatively rare
strong winds from the west. In appendix E, the NRC staff evaluated the potential for strong winds to carry
pollutants from the proposed NEF to Hobbs, New Mexico. Under conditions of strong (roughly 22 mph),
mostly southerly winds that blow for 13 hours continually, pollutants may possibly reach Hobbs. The
concentrations of such pollutants could be decreased through dispersion by a factor of up to 1,000 by the
time the pollutants reached Hobbs. At higher wind speeds, greater dispersal of contaminants occurs and
calculated doses to members of the public decrease.

In evaluating the potential public exposure to airborne radioactivity from operation of the proposed NEF,
the NRC staff estimated the expected dose to the nearest resident (located approximately 2.6 miles west
of the proposed NEF site) to be 1.3 x 10-3 millirem per year. This is in comparison to the federal
regulatory limit for public dose of 100 millirem per year. In addition, the total dose from all exposure
pathways would be significantly less than 100 millirem per year.

>>> "PHILLIP BARR" <pharb2@msn.com> 07/18/05 9:05 PM >>>
The Nrc says there are no high winds in this area. But every year we get something like this.

If the winds can knock over trees, they can carry the radioactive pollutants over populated areas.

Again to show a record that the NRC and the State of New Mexico had a record of high winds in this area.
And for you guys at the state -the pathway for the radioactive pollutants to humans is as clear as the tree
on this poor mans car.

phillip barr
Lea County
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