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July 15, 2005

Mr. James R. Morris
Vice President, Nuclear Support
Duke Energy Corporation
526 South Church Street
Charlotte, NC  28202

SUBJECT: PLANS AND SCHEDULE FOR IMPLEMENTING THE FEBRUARY 2002,
ORDER SECTION B.5.b, RESPONDING TO LOSS OF LARGE AREAS OF THE
PLANT FOR CATAWBA NUCLEAR STATION, UNITS 1 AND 2; WILLIAM B.
McGUIRE NUCLEAR STATION, UNITS 1 AND 3; AND OCONEE NUCLEAR
STATION, UNITS 1, 2, AND 3 (TAC NOS. MC7094, MC7095, MC7128,
MC7129, MC7137, MC7138, AND MC7139)

Dear Mr. Morris:

By letter dated February 25, 2005, the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff issued
guidance to all operating power reactor licensees on implementing Section B.5.b of the Order
for Interim Safeguards and Security Compensatory Measures issued in February 2002.  The
purpose of the guidance was to provide licensees with additional information and expectations
in order to obtain an enhanced approach with respect to implementing the mitigative measures
required by Section B.5.b.  The NRC staff requested that each licensee submit by May 31,
2005, its plans and schedules for addressing the various considerations in the guidance.  The
NRC expects that the enhanced mitigating strategies identified by licensees would be
implemented by August 31, 2005.  By letter dated May 27, 2005, you provided the requested
information for Catawba Nuclear Station, Units 1 and 2; William B. McGuire Nuclear Station,
Units 1 and 2; and Oconee Nuclear Station, Units 1, 2, and 3.

The NRC staff has performed an initial review of your letter and finds that it generally addresses
the items requested.  Please note that the complete technical review may identify omissions in
the submittal or technical issues that require additional information.  The staff will perform a
more detailed review over the next several months, including an on-site review in September
2005 to collect additional information and to verify implementation of certain items.  In addition,
we will hold a teleconference with your staff during the next 2 months to request clarifying 
information that will assist in focusing our on-site review and in completing our evaluation of
your response.  

You indicated that implementation of the items will be completed by August 31, 2005.  Please
notify the NRC if any of these items will not be completed by August 31, along with the basis for
the delay.
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The purpose of this detailed review of B.5.b implementation is to ensure a clear understanding
of licensee compliance with Section B.5.b.  Please contact me at 301-415-1419 if you have any
questions regarding this review.

Sincerely,

/RA/
Leonard Olshan, Sr. Project Manager, Section 1
Project Directorate II
Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket Nos. 50-413, 50-414, 50-369, 50-370, 50-269, 50-270, & 50-287
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