July 8, 2005

Mr. James Lieberman
11804 Rosalinda Drive
Potomac, MD 20854

SUBJECT: ALTERNATE DISPOSAL PROCESS (10 CFR 20.2002) REVIEW ACTIVITIES
Dear Mr. Lieberman:

On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), | am responding to your
letter of June 3, 2005, in which you provided comments on the 10 CFR 20.2002 process for off-
site disposals. You requested that NRC staff consider the comments you provided in order to
make the process more consistent and to provide opportunities for public participation. Many of
the comments raised in your letter are currently undergoing review based on the Commission’s
recent direction in Staff Requirements Memorandum (SRM) dated June 30, 2005. This SRM
responds to Commissioner Jaczko’s Memorandum dated May 18, 2005, on improving the
transparency in the 10 CFR 20.2002 process. The Commission has requested that the staff
provide recommendations by December 28, 2005, on the options to enhance public
understanding and awareness of the 10 CFR 20.2002 approval process.

In addition, the staff is currently updating and developing guidance documents related to
10 CFR 20.2002 processes. A draft revision to NUREG-1757, Consolidated NMSS
Decommissioning Guidance, will contain updated information for on-site disposals. The public
will have an opportunity to provide comments to this draft beginning in the October 2005
timeframe. Guidance is also being consolidated and developed for 10 CFR 20.2002 off-site
disposals.

The staff appreciates your timely recommendations on the various 10 CFR 20.2002
process for alternate disposal procedures and will consider them as it responds to the
Commission and updates relevant guidance. If you need additional information, please contact
Mr. James Kennedy of my staff at 301-415-6668.

Sincerely,

IRA/

Larry W. Camper, Director

Division of Waste Management
and Environmental Protection

Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards
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