
July 11, 2005

The Honorable George V. Voinovich, Chairman
Subcommittee on Clean Air, Climate Change
   and Nuclear Safety
Committee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate
Washington, D.C.  20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

I greatly appreciated the opportunity to meet with you and Senator Carper on June 28,
2005, to discuss the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission’s (NRC’s) budget and human capital
needs.  I especially appreciate your expressed support for the additional $41 million in budget
authority that is included in the Fiscal Year 2006 Senate Energy and Water Development
Appropriations Bill (H.R. 2419).  These additional funds are required to conduct additional
security assessments and prepare for expected new reactor applications, including meeting the
increased human capital and training needs.  

The Commission is very much encouraged by the support of the Senate Committee on
Environment and Public Works for the human capital provisions in S. 858.  These provisions will
help NRC expand the pool of prospective employees, thus helping assure that we have the
necessary expertise to meet our future human capital needs. 

You had expressed interest in the NRC’s long range planning process measures to
address human capital challenges as well as program and operational efficiencies realized to
date.  We will provide this information to your staff under separate cover.

I want to assure you that the NRC remains committed to maximizing both the
effectiveness and efficiency of its programs and operations.  I look forward to continuing to
work with you to address the future energy needs of the country.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Nils J. Diaz

cc:  Senator Thomas R. Carper


