
November 22, 2005

The Honorable Ralph M. Hall, Chairman
Subcommittee on Energy and Air Quality
Committee on Energy and Commerce
United States House of Representative
Washington, DC  20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has forwarded to the Office of the Federal
Register the enclosed Federal Register notice granting, in part, a petition for rulemaking (PRM). 
The petition proposed two rulemaking actions.  The first proposed action requested that the
NRC revise 10 CFR 50.54(p), “Conditions of licenses,” and 10 CFR 50.59, “Changes, tests, and
experiments.”  This would require licensees to evaluate whether proposed changes, tests, and
experiments cause protection against radiological sabotage to be decreased, if so, such actions
would only be conducted with prior NRC approval.  The second proposed action requested that
the NRC amend 10 CFR Part 50 to require licensees to evaluate their facilities against specified
aerial hazards and make necessary changes to provide reasonable assurance that the ability of
the facility to reach and maintain safe shutdown will not be compromised by an accidental or
intentional aerial assault. 

Regarding the first proposed action, the Commission safety review determined that
existing regulations, such as 10 CFR 50.54(p) and 10 CFR 50.59, provide assurance that
changes to plant features or to the security plan are evaluated for adverse effects to their
respective areas.  However, the regulations do not specifically require that changes to the
facility or to the security plan be evaluated for potential adverse interaction.  Therefore, the
Commission has directed the staff to pursue rulemaking to require licensees to evaluate
changes to their facility or to their security plan for potential adverse interactions.

Regarding the second proposed action, the Commission is deferring resolution of the
request at this time.  The Commission intends to address the second requested action when
the NRC responds to comments on the proposed Design Basis Threat rule.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:  As stated

cc:  Representative Rick Boucher 



November 22, 2005

The Honorable Ralph M. Hall, Chairman
Subcommittee on Energy and Air Quality
Committee on Energy and Commerce
United States House of Representative
Washington, DC  20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has forwarded to the Office of the Federal
Register the enclosed Federal Register notice granting, in part, a petition for rulemaking (PRM). 
The petition proposed two rulemaking actions.  The first proposed action requested that the
NRC revise 10 CFR 50.54(p), “Conditions of licenses,” and 10 CFR 50.59, “Changes, tests, and
experiments.”  This would require licensees to evaluate whether proposed changes, tests, and
experiments cause protection against radiological sabotage to be decreased, if so, such actions
would only be conducted with prior NRC approval.  The second proposed action requested that
the NRC amend 10 CFR Part 50 to require licensees to evaluate their facilities against specified
aerial hazards and make necessary changes to provide reasonable assurance that the ability of
the facility to reach and maintain safe shutdown will not be compromised by an accidental or
intentional aerial assault. 

Regarding the first proposed action, the Commission safety review determined that
existing regulations, such as 10 CFR 50.54(p) and 10 CFR 50.59, provide assurance that
changes to plant features or to the security plan are evaluated for adverse effects to their
respective areas.  However, the regulations do not specifically require that changes to the
facility or to the security plan be evaluated for potential adverse interaction.  Therefore, the
Commission has directed the staff to pursue rulemaking to require licensees to evaluate
changes to their facility or to their security plan for potential adverse interactions.

Regarding the second proposed action, the Commission is deferring resolution of the
request at this time.  The Commission intends to address the second requested action when
the NRC responds to comments on the proposed Design Basis Threat rule.

Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:  As stated

cc:  Representative Rick Boucher 
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November 22, 2005

The Honorable George V. Voinovich, Chairman
Subcommittee on Clean Air, Climate Change,
   and Nuclear Safety
Committee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate
Washington, DC  20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has forwarded to the Office of the Federal
Register the enclosed Federal Register notice granting, in part, a petition for rulemaking (PRM). 
The petition proposed two rulemaking actions.  The first proposed action requested that the
NRC revise 10 CFR 50.54(p), “Conditions of licenses,” and 10 CFR 50.59, “Changes, tests, and
experiments.”  This would require licensees to evaluate whether proposed changes, tests, and
experiments cause protection against radiological sabotage to be decreased, if so, such actions
would only be conducted with prior NRC approval.  The second proposed action requested that
the NRC amend 10 CFR Part 50 to require licensees to evaluate their facilities against specified
aerial hazards and make necessary changes to provide reasonable assurance that the ability of
the facility to reach and maintain safe shutdown will not be compromised by an accidental or
intentional aerial assault. 

Regarding the first proposed action, the Commission safety review determined that
existing regulations, such as 10 CFR 50.54(p) and 10 CFR 50.59, provide assurance that
changes to plant features or to the security plan are evaluated for adverse effects to their
respective areas.  However, the regulations do not specifically require that changes to the
facility or to the security plan be evaluated for potential adverse interaction.  Therefore, the
Commission has directed the staff to pursue rulemaking to require licensees to evaluate
changes to their facility or to their security plan for potential adverse interactions.

Regarding the second proposed action, the Commission is deferring resolution of the
request at this time.  The Commission intends to address the second requested action when
the NRC responds to comments on the proposed Design Basis Threat rule.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:  As stated

cc:  Senator Thomas R. Carper 



November 22, 2005

The Honorable George V. Voinovich, Chairman
Subcommittee on Clean Air, Climate Change,
   and Nuclear Safety
Committee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate
Washington, DC  20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has forwarded to the Office of the Federal
Register the enclosed Federal Register notice granting, in part, a petition for rulemaking (PRM). 
The petition proposed two rulemaking actions.  The first proposed action requested that the
NRC revise 10 CFR 50.54(p), “Conditions of licenses,” and 10 CFR 50.59, “Changes, tests, and
experiments.”  This would require licensees to evaluate whether proposed changes, tests, and
experiments cause protection against radiological sabotage to be decreased, if so, such actions
would only be conducted with prior NRC approval.  The second proposed action requested that
the NRC amend 10 CFR Part 50 to require licensees to evaluate their facilities against specified
aerial hazards and make necessary changes to provide reasonable assurance that the ability of
the facility to reach and maintain safe shutdown will not be compromised by an accidental or
intentional aerial assault. 

Regarding the first proposed action, the Commission safety review determined that
existing regulations, such as 10 CFR 50.54(p) and 10 CFR 50.59, provide assurance that
changes to plant features or to the security plan be evaluated for adverse effects to their
respective areas.  However, the regulations do not specifically require that changes to the
facility or to the security plan are evaluated for potential adverse interaction.  Therefore, the
Commission has directed the staff to pursue rulemaking to require licensees to evaluate
changes to their facility or to their security plan for potential adverse interactions.

Regarding the second proposed action, the Commission is deferring resolution of the
request at this time.  The Commission intends to address the second requested action when
the NRC responds to comments on the proposed Design Basis Threat rule.

Sincerely,

ORIGINAL SIGNED BY:

Rebecca L. Schmidt, Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:  As stated

cc:  Senator Thomas R. Carper 
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