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Background

• Solid Materials Considered

– From restricted/impacted areas
– Have very small amounts of (or no) 

radioactivity from licensed operations

• Current NRC approach

– Existing guidelines include consideration of 
survey instrument guidelines
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Background

• Current approach protects public health and is 
workable

• NRC has been re-considering its current approach 
to make it more efficient and consistent
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Information Gathering for Rulemaking

• Stakeholder input

• National Academies Study

• Technical studies: NUREG-1640; NUREG-1761

• Input from scientific organizations: NCRP, IAEA
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Current Status

• March 31, 2005:  Staff draft proposed rule 
package to Commission in SECY-05-0054: 

• April 18, 2005:  Draft rule package made publicly 
available 

• June 1, 2005:  Commission decision on draft rule 
package
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Commission Decision

• Current approach to review specific cases on an individual 
basis is fully protective of public health and safety

• A rule is not needed immediately

• There is a need to address higher priority tasks

• As such, the Commission is deferring this rulemaking for 
the time being
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Continued Use of Current Approach

• Summary of existing guidelines used under 
current approach are contained in memos to NRC 
office staff

• Discussion of existing guidelines also available in   
SECY-05-0054, Attachment 3, Appendix B
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Continued Use of Current Approach: Surface 
Residual Radioactivity

• For reactor licensees: specific guidance involving 
the use of specified detection limits- “No detect 
policy”

• For materials licensees:  specific guidance 
involving the use of  concentration  guidance 
based on instrument detection capabilities
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Continued Use of Current Approach: Volumetric 
Residual Radioactivity

• Volumetric sources may include concrete, soil,  etc.

• May be approval pursuant to following 
– Following procedures to request an alternative means of 

disposal  and obtaining Commission approval 
– decommissioning plan
– license termination plan, 
– other specific license amendment

• For reactors, releases made using the “no detect” policy
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Website Address

• Website:  
www.nrc.gov/materials.html
(under “Key Topics,” link to 
“Controlling the Disposition of 
Solid Materials”)


