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June 21, 2005

Paul H. Lohaus, Director
Office of State and Tribal Programs
United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555-0001

Re: Nuclear Materials Events 2001 - 2004

Dear Mr. Lohaus:

Pursuant Commissioner of Labor, Linda Angello's June 1, 2005 response to Mr. Martin
Virgilio's letter of April 6, 2005, attached are summaries of radioactive materials events
covering the period 2001 through 2004.

Please contact me with any questions you may have at (518) 457-1202.

cc: Martin J. Virgilio (w/o enclosure)
NRC
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New York State Department of Labor
Radioactive Materials Events 2001-2004

IID 1Event Date'"' Summar.
.... _ . ......... .. .... _ _. ace_".

452

01-
001

1/19/2001 Troxier Gauge lost from back of pickup truck. Gauge was placed on tailgate and fell off
somewhere between Amsterdam and Ballston Lake, NY. Local police and media were
contacted.
Gauge found by resident in front of his house and stored on his kitchen floor. He contacted
State Police after he saw news reports of the missing device. The device was surveyed by
RHU inspector and confirmed source in fully shielded position. Licensee retrieved gauge and
was instructed to send to manufacturer for inspection before returning to service.

461

01-
009

8/9/2001 Moisture/Density gauge damaged on construction site. Technician indexed rod into soil &
paced off distance to wall on building pad. He saw bulldozer run over gauge. He cordoned off
the area & called RSO. RSO called HP consultant who instructed how to pull pin on handle &
pull bent rod into safe position. Technician put gauge back in case & took to office. RSO
surveyed the gauge with g/m probe & found 5-8 mR/hr at contact with gauge. Carry case
showed reading of 1 mR/hr. Readings consistent with in-tact shielding.

Guide rod is bent. Source rod is not damaged. Gauge was sent back to Manufacturer for repair.
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New York State Department of Labor
Radioactive Materials Events 2001-2004

I ID |EventDate I : .: -: -: ; Summary - . . - : - - l

468

01-
016

10/10/2001 A moisture density gauge was reported stolen overnight at a location in Ozone Park, NY
11416. The gauge was stored in the trunk of a car that was stolen from that location. NYPD
was notified at 7AM on 10/10/01. RSO was instructed to submit a written report and to notify
manufacturer and other companies that service/repair these devices of its theft.
Missing gauge is a Troxler model no. 3430 (serial no. 20133). NYCDOH and NYSDOH have
been notified along with the device manufacturer.

Car was recovered 3/02, however device was not in trunk.

_ .__________._._1482

'02-
007

1/23/2002 Troxler gauge model 341 1B (serial no. 14288) run over by a bulldozer. Source rod was bent
and sliding block was partially open. Area cordoned off until it could be determined that source
was intact. Surveys showed radiation at levels consistent with intact source.
Gauge sent to Troxler. Leak test was negative. Troxier disposed of the gauge.
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New York State Department of Labor
Radioactive Materials Events 2001-2004

ID. -EventDate | -- : ---. ^'. Summary ;. --

488 6/12/2002'Explosion at industrial plant in the vicinity of two Honeywell gauges. Staff from the NYSDOH
surveyed the scene. No radioactivity was present above background. Sources seem intact.
Gauges stored and secured until Honeywell can evaluate.
Honeywell determined that the gauges were not damaged from the explosion. They were leak
tested and field measurements showed no unusual radiation profiles.

02-
013

495 10/13/2002'Troxler Model 341lB gauge, S/N 11273 reported stolen from locked trunk of car parked at a
Iprivate residence in town of Parish, NY on 10/13/02.

On 11/19/02 a local farmer reported to Oswego Co. Sheriff's Office that he had found gauge
itransport container with gauge in it in his field. Sheriff secured gauge and contacted licensee
iwho retrieved it on 11/20/02. Licensee report submitted on 12/3/02. Device was sent to

02- iTroxler for evaluation prior to returning to service.
020
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New York State Department of Labor
Radioactive Materials Events 2001-2004

|ID | Event Date|-:- Summary-

498

02-
023

1 1/22/2002lMoisture/density gauge stolen along with vehicle parked in Queens during the night. Theft was
Ireported to Police. Gauge is Troxler model 3440 s/n 26331.

'Car and gauge were found on 11/27/02 at approximately 1 PM in Queens, NY. NYCDOH
Isecured pending transfer back to licensee. Licensee retrieved device from NYCDOH on
I12/4/05.

499

02-
024

12/13/2002 Routine leak tests revealed two leaking "Nuclestat" static eliminator bars returned from
company in Opelika, AL. One device contained Am-241 foil and showed 0.043 microcuries
removable activity. The other containing Po-210 foil showed 0.006 microcuries removable
activity.
Alabama radiation control agency was notified 12/13/02.
Wipes of area in plant where devices were installed showed no contamination. NRD submitted
written report.
Inspection indicates foils were subjected to conditions for which they were not designed. NRD
is working with user to correct problem. Devices have been disassembled and the foils staged
awaiting processing for the recovery of precious metals.
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501 12/16/2002 TroxIer Moisture/Density Gauge 3430 (s/n 29054) stolen from employee's car at the jobsite in
Flushing Queens. Theft occurred around 12:30PM on 12/16/02.

Gauge found near dumpster in Queens on April 30, 2004. Licensee retrieved on 5/3/04 and will
send to service company for maintenance.

02-
026

_ I .___.. .W ___ .. ... ..... .. _

Page 5 of 8 6/21/2005



New York State Department of Labor
Radioactive Materials Events 2001-2004
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514

03-
010

6/9/2003 Troxler gauge reported stolen from vehicle parked in Brooklyn at approx. 12:00 PM on 6/9/03.
,The technician reportedly left the vehicle unattended for a few minutes. Upon his return he
ifound the rear window broken and the gauge gone. The gauge is Troxler Model 4640 S/N
1955. Theft was reported by licensee to NYPD.

Gauge contains single Cs-137 source of 9 mCi. Gauge was being charged in back seat of tech's
icar. It was not in its transport case. Gauge handle was padlocked. Car was locked.

524

03-
020

10/30/2003 A Troxler gauge model 3440 is missing (serial # 16281). The RSO performed his semi-annual
inventory and noticed it missing. The gauge was malfunctioning and was not used in the field
in more than 10 months. It was last accounted for on February 15, 2003. Troxler, QC
Resources and Instro Tek have been notified.
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New York State Department of Labor
Radioactive Materials Events 2001-2004
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548 7/22/2004lScitec Model FA4C1 s/n M41467 X-ray Fluorescence Analyzer with nominal 10 millicurie Co-
57 source was stolen from trunk of car at some point after 2:30pm on 7/21/04. The location of
the incident is unknown. The vehicle was parked at a job site in Brooklyn approximately 15
minutes and then overnight in Ronkonkoma at a private residence.
Device last resourced February 2003. Source activity decay corrected to June 2005 is
approximately 0.4 millicuries.

'04-
023

550 7/26/2004 Troxler Model 3430 s/n 29861was lost during transport. Device apparently fell from back of
pickup truck while driving to jobsite. The chain holding the device to the bed of the truck came
lundone.

iGauge was picked by a passer-by who noticed gauge along the road near employee's residence
land took it home with him. Gauge was recovered by licensee.

04-
1025
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Radioactive Materials Events 2001-2004
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554 8/18/2004"A vehicle that contained a Troxler Model 3440 (s/n 26240) was reported stolen in the Bronx.
The operator left the storage location around 7:30 to go to a field job. On the way, he
ireportedly went to his apartment to pick up equipment. When he returned to his car around
18:30am, the car was missing.

'Device located 3/15/05 in the trunk of the missing car at City impound lot and retrieved by
licensee. Device will be sent to manufacturer for inspection prior to returning to service.

04-
029
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