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June 16, 2005

Chainnan Nils J. Diaz
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Chairman Diaz:

We urge the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to deny a license for Private Fuel Storage (PFS) to
host a nuclear waste dump on land sacred to the Skull Valley band of Goshutes. This proposal is
unjust, extremely dangerous, and unnecessary. The history of exploitation and racism carried out
towards Native Americans by the U.S. government is well documented and we must not relive it.

It is unjust for the United States to target a destitute and vulnerable Native American tribe. The
Skull Valley band of Goshutes possess an inextricable spiritual attachment to the land they
inhabit and many tribal members say it is all they have left. The Department of Energy started
looking into dumping radioactive waste on Native American grounds in 1987, but finally gave
up in 1994 when it dissolved the Office of the Nuclear Waste Negotiator, after several Native
American tribes resisted its efforts to build a dump on their land. The nuclear power industry has
taken up where the Department left off, and has targeted the Skull Valley band of Goshutes, one
of the most-economically and politically vulnerable tribes in America.

Many tribal members dispute the lease agreement between the tribe and PFS. The leadership of
the tribe, which consists of three members, signed a lease agreement with PFS without the
knowledge or approval of the Skull Valley Goshute General Council. The General Council
consists of the 60 adult members who govern the tribe. The other members of the tribe claim that
the leadership no longer represents them. It is now apparent the tribe opposes the dump. The
nuclear power industry is only dealing with the disputed leaders of the tribe, who are acting
against the wishes of rest of its members. Constructing a nuclear waste facility on sacred tribal
land without consent is a violation of Native American rights. PFS is clearly taking advantage of
a tribe in desperate need of funds.

This proposal is a safety risk to all Americans along the transportation routes to the proposed
facility. Transporting casks cross-country creates the possibility of a potentially catastrophic
radioactivity release due to an accident or terrorist attack. Nuclear waste could be a primary
terrorist target when it is moving through highly populated metropolitan areas. Increasing the
amount of handling and transportation of nuclear waste increases the likelihood of accidents.
Transportation routes proposed by rail, road, and barge could pass through as many as 44 states
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and the District of Columbia, putting the waste within half a mile of 50 million people2 . The
transportation of such great amounts of nuclear waste has yet to happen in U.S. history. There
have only been 3,025 high-level waste shipments so far, but thousands more would be necessary
if PFS is granted a license3. Transportation of such high volumes of nuclear waste would put
virtually every part of the country at risk.

Dry casks are a controversial and unproven storage technology that have had problems with
hairline fractures, explosions due to chemical reactions, and welding failures. A former lead
quality assurance inspector for Edison/Exelon, the producer of the casks; has cited numerous
quality assurance violations in the manufacture of these containers4 .

It is also possible that the proposed site might not be temporary at all. PFS has promised that
irradiated fuel would stay at Skull Valley for a maxi ars before being transferred
for permanent burial at Yucca Mountain in N Iazy Lanthruregy Department
Yucca Mountain Project transfer director, Has stated that the Yucca Mountain Project would
accept irradiated nuclear fuel from PFS, because it would violate the tenns of the Departnpt of
Energy's Standard Contract for Disposal of Spent Nuclear Fuel5 . The Yucca Mountain Project
has been delayed for years and after numerous major setbacks it may never see the light of day.

This nuclear waste facility is not necessary because it does not reduce the risks posed by high-
level radioactive waste. Waste will always remain at the facility at operating reactors. This would
exacerbate the problems facing nuclear power in the United States, instead of remnedying it.

There is no good reason to construct this facility, but there are many reasons to oppose it. PFS'
proposal is dangerous to Americans, violates the rights of the Skull Valley band of Goshutes, and
is not in our national interest.

Sincerely, IA
Z-1 >_1 _./a

Na3tion!N1iehwav. Rail and Baree Routes to Yucca Mountain. State of Nevada Agency for Nuclear Projects.-3
June 2005. hnp://w.state.nv.us/nucwaste/zaps2O02/roadsailJindcx.htn
3 Nuclcar's Faral Flaws: Waste. Public Citizen. 13 Jime 13. 2005.
hup:J/citizLn.org/cincp.cencryenviro nuclcar/nuclcarJ}owocr1anis/articles.cfni?lD :13454.
4Megan Tady, "Native Americans, Allies Resisr Expansion of Utah Nuke Wasieland," The New Standard I June
2005.
5 Pany Ilenetz, "Yucca won't take wvaste from Utah," Salt Lake Tribune 4 May 2005.
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Members on NRC letter

1. Dennis Kucinich
2. Donald Payne
3. Gwen Moore
4. Stephanie Tubbs Jones
5. Jan Schakowsky
6. Charles Rangel
7. Jessie Jackson Jr.
8. Nick Rahall
9. Cynthia McKinney
10. Betty McCollum
11. John Lewis

12. Lane Evans
13. Diane Watson
14. Michael Michaud
15. Eddie Bernice Johnson
16. Ed Towns
17. Barbara Lee
18. Maxine Waters
19. Tim Ryan
20. Corrine Brown
21. Gregory Meeks
22. Raul Grijalva
23. Mike Honda
24. Hilda Solis
25. Linda Sanchez
26. Grace Napolitano
27. Joe Baca
28. Silvestre Reyes
29. Solomon Orniz
30. Luis Gutierrez
31. Danny Davis

32. Neil Abercrombie
33. Emanuel Cleaver
34. John Larson
35. Tammy Baldwin
36. James McGovern
37. Pete Stark
38. Jose Serrano
39. John Conyers
40. Sam Farr
41. Major Owens
42. Shelia Jackson Lee
43. Mike Thompson
44. Maurice Hinchey
45.Bobby Rush
46. Alcee Hastings
47. Louise Slaupghter
48. Jerrold Nadler
49. Elijah Cummings
50. Carolyn Kilpatrick
51. John Olver
52. Patrick Kennedy
53. Sherrod Browvn
54. Shelley Berkley
55. Jerry Costello
56. Nydia Velazquez
57. Julia Carson
58. Lynn Woolsey
59. Bennie Thompson
60. Ed Pastor
61. Diana DeGetre
62. Rush Holt


