
June 16, 2005

EA-05-051

Gregg R. Overbeck, Senior Vice 
  President, Nuclear
Arizona Public Service Company
P.O. Box 52034
Phoenix, AZ  85072-2034

SUBJECT: PALO VERDE NUCLEAR GENERATION STATION - REPLY TO NOTICE OF
VIOLATION  (NRC INSPECTION REPORT 05000528/2004014,
05000529/2004014, AND 05000530/2004014)

Dear Mr. Overbeck:

Thank you for your letter of June 7, 2005, in response to our April 8, 2005, letter and Notice of
Violation concerning the failure to perform a safety evaluation and receive prior NRC approval
of the change to Procedure 41ST-1SI09, “ECCS (emergency core cooling system) Leak Test,”
which drained and left empty a portion of the containment sump safety injection suction piping. 
In your letter, you indicated that the root cause investigation into this violation is still ongoing. 
Accordingly, when the root cause investigation is completed, please provide an additional
written response to the NRC describing any additional reasons for the violation and/or
corrective steps that will be taken to avoid further violations.

We will review your corrective actions during a supplemental inspection scheduled to be
conducted in September 2005.  The inspection will be conducted in accordance with Inspection
Procedure 95002, "Inspection for One Degraded Cornerstone or Any Three White Inputs in a
Strategic Performance Area ."

Sincerely, 

/RA/

Troy W. Pruett, Chief
Project Branch D
Division of Reactor Projects

Docket Nos. 50-528; 50-529; 50-530
License Nos. NPF-41; NPF-51; NPF-74
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cc:
Steve Olea
Arizona Corporation Commission
1200 W. Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ  85007

Douglas K. Porter, Senior Counsel
Southern California Edison Company
Law Department, Generation Resources
P.O. Box 800
Rosemead, CA  91770

Chairman
Maricopa County Board of Supervisors
301 W. Jefferson, 10th Floor
Phoenix, AZ  85003

Aubrey V. Godwin, Director
Arizona Radiation Regulatory Agency
4814 South 40 Street
Phoenix, AZ  85040

Craig K. Seaman, Director
Regulatory Affairs
Palo Verde Nuclear Generating Station
Mail Station 7636
P.O. Box 52034
Phoenix, AZ  85072-2034

Hector R. Puente
Vice President, Power Generation
El Paso Electric Company
310 E. Palm Lane, Suite 310
Phoenix, AZ  85004

Jeffrey T. Weikert
Assistant General Counsel
El Paso Electric Company
Mail Location 167
123 W. Mills
El Paso, TX  79901

John W. Schumann
Los Angeles Department of Water & Power
Southern California Public Power Authority
P.O. Box 51111, Room 1255-C
Los Angeles, CA  90051-0100
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John Taylor
Public Service Company of New Mexico
2401 Aztec NE, MS Z110
Albuquerque, NM  87107-4224

Thomas D. Champ
Southern California Edison Company
5000 Pacific Coast Hwy, Bldg. D1B
San Clemente, CA  92672

Robert Henry
Salt River Project
6504 East Thomas Road
Scottsdale, AZ  85251

Brian Almon
Public Utility Commission
William B. Travis Building
P.O. Box 13326
1701 North Congress Avenue
Austin, TX  78701-3326

Karen O'Regan
Environmental Program Manager
City of Phoenix
Office of Environmental Programs
200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ  85003 
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