Mr. Jemes ¥. Rarey

- Executive Director

Joint Committee on Atomsic Energy
Congress of the United States

Dear Mr. Ramey:

’mialetteriainmp]yto inquiryot?ebmaryG,re@rdingthe
Peach Battom resctor (zm;a) end 1s to inform you further of our plans

Tor testing unclsad fuel as dipcussed in our letter of Februsry 2.

The recent review of Philadelphie Electric Company's spplication for
a coastruction permit by the Adviesry Committee on Remctor Safeguards,
and the conclusions resulting therefrom, were reported in & letter to
- Mr. MchedntedDeeamerm, 1960. A copy of the letter is attached
for your convenience.! You will note that the Comittee remains optimde-
~ tic that e reactor of the general type proposed can be constructed end
operated at the Peach Bottom site without undue risk’to the heslth ani
safety of the public. Howvever, in viev of the many questions which
remain to be snswered by the’Tesearch and development program, the
Committee 16 not yet prepared to go beyond the original conclusion
stated in its letter of March 14, 1950, and reiterated in the letter
of Decesber 10. Our Division or 1icensing and Heguletion concurs in
the ﬁmnngs of the ACRS. -

As Commitpsioner Wiison"polnted out in his testimony before the Joint
Comrzittee in the 202 heerings,- this may result in consideradble deley
in the project. Just'how mich camot dbe forecust until we get more
" results from the extensive experimental progran. Oeneral Dynamics
has advised us that they expect to be able to present ndditionsl
technical informaticn on this project by early summer but vhether
on the basis of this information, the ACRS and the Comission will
be Justified in mking tavoreblz findinzgs we cannot predict.



" Mp. Ramey o -2 March 2, 1961

—,

' _ The ghove change in gchedule for the B’lﬁR is not relafed to the declsion

to cancel construction of the Turret reactor experiment, nor are the
problems besleally similer. However, the decision to cancel the Turret
experiment did take into mecount the fect that information cn high
temperature, contaminated systems will be gained from the FIGR fuel -
element test loop in the General Electric Test Reactor (GETR) 2s well
g5 the contaminated loop (ORR-2) in the Oak Ridge Research Reactor and
the EGCR loops. oL . .

Bincerely yours,

General Fanager

Attechment )
cy ltr to McCone fm ACRS,
dtd Dec 10, 1950

SUBJECT

DRD:DIR 3

DED i

Groelgena:rf . : Y E L

Cong lia (2) U S W

AGM:RID : woE o ‘ji o e
- TR TR ] -

M [ Lo SR
SECRE S A

: - e E %
L&R . S

_Re-written: General uedecke/Dr. Pittman - Im/H 5t



