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March 2, 1961

Mr. jams T. ;amey
Executive Director
Joint Comittee on Atmdic Energy
Congess of the United BtAtes

Dear Mr. Ramey:

This letter is in reply o your Inquiry of February 6, regarding the
Peach Bottom reactor Qita) and Is to infor ya ftrther of curplans
for testing unclad uel as discussed In our letter of Februaz7 2.

The recent review of Whiladelphia )Lectric Ciezy's applIcation for
a cons ctionpermit by thb Advio Comittee on Reactor Safeguards
and the conclnsions reslting therefroq, were reported in a letter to
Mr. )HCone dated December 20j, 1960. A copy of the letter is attached
for your convience.t Yom vil note that the Comdittee rmins optbms-
tic that a reactor of the Seneral type proposed cm be constructed ad
ppersted at the Peach Bottom site without undue risk to the health and
safety of the Plic questcs hi
remsin to be anoercd b the ea delopent p the
Colittee is not yet prepwre to go beyond the originl c ion
stated In its letter of Mrch l4, 1960, A reiterated In the letter
of December 10. Our Division of Licensng and Regulation concurs in
the findings of the ACRS.

As Cmnesioner Vilascpointed cut in his testimoy before the Joint
Commttee in the 202 hearings, this may reslt in considerable dela
In the project. Just'how mch.cannot be forecast until we get more
relts from the extensive eX l progr. General Dynamics
has advised us that they expect to be able to present riditional
technical Informtion on this project by early ui but whether
on the basis of this infoziition, the ACM and the Cosmuission will
be justified in malig favorable findings ve cannot predict.
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7he'above change in schedule for the HMR is not related to the decision
to cancel construction o the . rret reactor excperiientj nor are the
probless basially s milar. Eoeverp the decision to cancel the Tarret
experiment did take into accmnt the fact that infor2tion on high
teiperature, eontanimted yvate= vill be gained .frf the DMR ftel
element test loop in the 0eneral Electric Test Reactor (GCR) as well
an the conteninated loop (0RR-2) in the Oak 1SidgeResearch Reactor ad
the ZCR loops.

Sincerely ym1rn

ee SI&2D, . gECRE

General oae

Attachment
cy ltr to MeCone fu AC,
dtd Dec 10, 1960
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Re-written: General Wedecke/Dr. Pittmn. - lr/Z St


