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MAR 2 1 1860

Honorakle Diniel B, Brewster
House o£ Representatives

Dear Mr, Brewster:

'I.‘hls e in reply to your lette: to ‘Chafmman McCone of ?ebmnry 21», 1960
vith vhich you enclosed a letter £6 you dated February 17, 1960 froa
Mr, L. Eugene Cronin, Divector of the Department of Research #nd Edue
cation of the State of Maryland, rxr. Cronin' Ietter is veturned hore-
with as you bava requested,

. Our mply to the three mstione aalzed by Mr, c:vnin mcemlng the
iaroposed nuclear pomr: p1ant at Peach Bottom. I’ennsylvanh ia as £ot-
owsi : ,

1, 1In: i.t:a ptcvpbsal fot parcictpauon 1n the teaet:or devela;ment: progra:n.
‘thé Philadelphia Electri¢ Company, & private tanpany, has specified
thé.site for its gasecooled nuclesr pover plant as the oné neir " .
Peach Bottom,. Pennsylvania. . Although the Atesic Enérgy Commlssion

. isiproviding part of the funds for the research’and developimeat™
. effort avsociated with the’ ‘désign of the nuélear powver plant; the
_ARC 414 dot pattictpate 4n the choice of the proposed sits for the

facﬁuy ind we' do not know whother ‘the Philadslphia Eleckric Come

_pany- pmentiy Guus or ¢ould scquire another site for fts 1;roposed
. project, - g ‘know, “factors such as: ‘availability of eceoling

. water,: locatton of elecctmi ‘losd centers, transmission ‘line’ right-
oE-uays,’ etc,- vh&ch wntér ‘into the cholice nf 4 ‘pover plant :eite

are: outu&e tha acope of ouz tegu’lato:y teﬂmnllbuf.Wu

2, Pti.ot to mmuam oE i uceau ayplicaticm to conatruct and
opevate. the facllity, thé Philadelphis® Electric Compaay has TR
. ‘questéd w prelininary evaluation by ‘the Commiseion of the cui.u-
bility of the Peach Botton gite: £tom a_ssfety stindpoint.for &
. reactor of the general'type dnd pover level proposad, For the -
. ‘purposes of this prelininary review, the Company his recently” mb-
: _mitted 2 Site Evaluation Repart uhi.ch deile with'the points: taised
“in’ Mr, Oronia's sécond quest.ion. A copy ‘of the rapoﬂ: prepared
the company is encloaed.
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This Site Evaiuzt:ion Report is being reviewed ‘by tho Commigsion's
Staff and by its Advisory Committee on Reactor .Bifegusrds of'
vhich Pr, Abel Wolmin of Johns Bopkins University is a member,

¥e have requested the Comulttee to prepare a report of Ats vieus
on the sultability of this site,  Upon receipt, thic repott mu
be mads pnbuc dnd we wlll fmmiah you w!.th & COpPY. -~

".Hith regard to. tha fai.!.ure of aafeguards agalnst: acc‘dental re- :

lease of radiocactive materinls, the mumber of failures to data .
has been .80 low, thit no ‘yalid statistical data exiset.  From. @

suxtistical ‘viewpoint, this 1s due in part becausae of the lmi.tad
. operiating. expévience acéumulated thus far, The principal :eaeons

‘that. there have been pa'féw £ailures ave the care takén in the-

dasign of thase facilities, ‘the rigorous snd thorsugh safety
evaluatione which ure midc, and the rigid standards in. design

. and pperaticn vhich a:e requited by the AEC,

'Despité this favorable ufaty racord, it io the usnai pract:ice

.. 4n pysludbing the suitability of redctor sites to eéalculate the
. congsequences of 4 savers reactor accldent, diaregnrﬂina the

multiple safeguards dasianed ‘to’ prevent its dceurrence; in order

‘to i1lustrate the wpper 'linit ‘of hawird to public health and’.

safety-fron operation of the facility, In ths attiched supple-
mest to the Fite Evalustion Report prepared by the Philadelphia.
Electrie Gompany, there is a discussion of the consequences of .
such an secident to the Peach Bottom reactor facility (Section
III-E, pages 7 and 8), ' The zeport indicates thit the celculated
concéntrations dt the Baltimote ‘water intake of Iodine 131 aund

- Strontium: 90, ‘the radiosctive miterials which would cduse the’

nost gévere public harsrd £rom such an accident, would be below
the ‘mazimum pernlesible concentrations specified by the Commission's
Besulattm (10 CFR Paxrt 20) for public aress, The Commisgion's :
regulations ére based on recomiendations by the Hational Come
mittés. on Radistion Protection concerning ‘maximim "pemiseible :

 concéntrations of radioisotopes in water used oonthmouely and

undat no :astrtctions by the ge.natal yublic. :

The - Ph!.ladelphn Etectti.c Compauy has not as yet mﬂ:mitted an uppu-
- cation for-a license to cerstruct and opsrate this facility, ‘Upon
. recaipt of this dpplication, the Fafety reviews snd evaluations by.
- the Axc Sbaff nnd the Advisory Committee on Beactcr $afeguards,
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Honorable Daniel B, Brevster 3.

and the regulatory ptocedums uutlined in my 1etter to. you of Janue

ary 26, 1960 will be earried out to determine whether constructian
of the auclear facility can bé #othorised,

o yccrely yours, |

o

Barold L. Price, m.tectot
Division of Licensing aad
Regulation

hnc!osureaz , :
1. Mttel‘ Lo ﬂ. cm“m to )
ﬂonorabla Daniel Brewster
dated Feb, 17, 1960
2, gite Evaluation Report for the .
‘ l?aach Bol:t(m Atomic Power Station,
Parts I dnd II dat.ad Dec, 1959 and
Supplement deted March 1960

~CC: Cong, Liaison (2)
General Manager (1)

5W?/§>,BJ>

e

R
|

OFFICEM mﬁ{x&q&n U/ DL&R , CONG.LIAISON
(/

SURNANE p Cal& HL ce g

oxres | 3718780 3/18/60 M\, - S-2/

Form AEC-818 (Rev. -53) U. 6. SOYEANNENT PRINTING OF7ICE 1 6—G2761-3



