
June 9, 2005

Dr. Graham B. Wallis, Chairman
Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C.  20555

SUBJECT: GUIDANCE FOR ASSESSING EXEMPTION REQUESTS FROM NUCLEAR
POWER PLANT LICENSED OPERATOR STAFFING REQUIREMENTS

Dear Dr. Wallis:

I am responding to your letter of May 13, 2005, regarding the proposed revision to
NUREG-0800, “Standard Review Plan” (SRP), Chapter 13.0, “Conduct of Operations,”
Section 13.1.2 - 13.1.3, “Operating Organization,” and the supporting document, NUREG-1791,
“Guidance for Assessing Exemption Requests From the Nuclear Power Plant Licensed
Operating Staffing Requirements Specified in 10 CFR 50.54(m).”  The staff agrees with your
conclusions and recommendations.

As recommended in your letter, the staff has revised Sections 10.1.3.2 and 10.3.3 of
NUREG-1791, to emphasize the importance of objective measures to evaluate the safety
implications of staffing schemes.  NUREG-1791 was also revised to include objective criteria for
using simulation data in the evaluation.  NUREG/CR-6838, “Technical Basis for Regulatory
Guidance for Assessing Exemption Requests from the Nuclear Power Plant Licensed Operating
Staffing Requirements Specified in 10 CFR 50.54(m),” is now cited in NUREG-1791.

The staff will issue NUREG-0800, “Standard Review Plan” (SRP), Chapter 13.0, “Conduct of
Operations,” Section 13.1.2 - 13.1.3 “Operating Organization,” Revision 5, and the revised
supporting document, NUREG-1791.

Thank you for the insightful questions and feedback on the guidance documents.

Sincerely,

/William F. Kane for/

Luis A. Reyes
Executive Director
  for Operations

cc: Chairman Diaz
Commissioner McGaffigan
Commissioner Merrifield
Commissioner Jazcko
Commissioner Lyons
SECY
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