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The Honorable Nils Diaz

Chainman

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Comunission
Washington, DC 20555

Dear Chairman Diaz:

We write in full support of the State of Vermont's recent requests regarding the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission's (hereafier the NRC or the Commission)
upcoming engineering inspection at Verment Yenkce Nuclear Power Station. \We
believe these requests will help ensure the integrity of the inspection process and
keep the State and the public better infonned of the inspection team’s activities.

We understand that the NRC inspection will begin next week and extend through
the end of August. We appreciate the additiona] criteria the NRC has adopted to
ensure the independence of the inspection team members and would like sn
apportunity (o review their professional experience when the members are
announced. We believe that it is very imporiant that the team leader and other
members be available, per the State’s request, to brief both the Yermont State
Nuclear Advisory Panel and the Commissioners of Public Service and Public
Safety. We also believe it is important that the NRC schedule 8 meeting to brief
the public an the issues examined and findings of the inspection before the
inspection report is finalized.

Finally, we support the State’s request for an extension of the public hearing filing

+ deadline. Asnoticed in the Federal Register on July 1, 2004, the current deadline

expires August 29, 2004, well before the completion of the engineering inspection
report. We agree with the State that the inspection team’s findings should be
aveilable to interestad parties well before the public hearing filing deadline and
belicve the deadline should be extended.
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We believe that the NRC has the discretion to accammodate all of these requests
and urge that NRC act to do so promptly sa that the State can be fully apprised of
the process from the beginning, We further balieve that granting these requests
will be important to the public’s acceptance and confidence in the findings of the
engineering inspection

We appreciate your prompt attention to our request.

Sincerely,
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US Senator U.S. Representative
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State of Vermont
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Anpust 6, 2004

Mr. Nils J, Diaz, Chairman
1).S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C,, 20555

RI:  Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Station
Licenye No. DPR-28 (Dacket No. 50-271)
Technloal Specification Propustd Change No. 263
Extended Power Uprate
‘Temporary Instruction 2515/158

Dear Chairman Diaz:

As the Independent Engineering Assessment inspect{on team prepares to begin i(s work
next week ot the Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Station, I would Tike te make several requests
that [ feel arc imporlant to ensure the integrity of the process and public confidence inthe
outcome.

First, we ace pleased that three independent contractors will be essigned to this team. I
request that the Nuclesr Regulatory Coramission (NRC) oertify to Vermont's Publio Service
Commissioner that each of these independent contraotors meets the strict objectivity standards
recuired end has no conflict of intercst, Sceond, I request that the NRC make all members of the
Indcpendent Tinginaering Assessment tcam eveilable for regular briefings with the Vermont State
Nuclear Advisory Panel during, and 2t the completion of, the inspection, Third, I would like
NRC to be available for bricfings with both the Commissioners of Public Salely and Public
Service onan as needed basis 10 be detarmined by the State,

Considering the imporlance of the inspection findings to the saltly and security of
Venmont's res{dents, as well as ta the future operation of the facility, Talso urge the NRC to
cxivad {ts hearlng request period o reasonable time beyond the complction of the special
enginesring investigation, Such an exlension would allow interested parties and the State of
Vermont (he opportunity to have the findings 2veileble before the dcadhnc ta request a formal
heariag.

I know you appreciate the sipnificance of this engincering inspection to the State of
Vermont and its residents and 1 want to thank you for your consideration of these requests.
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