May 18, 2005
Mr. Gordon Bischoff, Manager
Owners Group Program Management Office
Westinghouse Electric Company
P.O. Box 355
Pittsburgh, PA 15230-0355

SUBJECT: ACCEPTANCE OF TOPICAL REPORT WCAP-16083-NP, "BENCHMARK
TESTING OF THE FERRET CODE FOR LEAST SQUARES EVALUATION OF
LIGHT WATER REACTOR DOSIMETRY," FOR REVIEW (TAC NO. MC3974)

Dear Mr. Bischoff:

By letter dated July 30, 2004, the Westinghouse Owners Group (WOG) submitted for

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff review Topical Report (TR) WCAP-16083-
NP, "Benchmark Testing of the FERRET Code for Least Squares Evaluation of Light Water
Reactor Dosimetry." The acceptance letter was due on October 4, 2004. However, during the
acceptance review the staff had several comments and a request for clarification was provided
to the WOG on September 20, 2004. The NRC staff also had a meeting with the WOG on
December 16, 2004, to discuss the staff's comments and clarifications needed for the review.
The WOG has submitted a response to the staff comments and the request for clarification on
March 30, 2005. The NRC staff has now completed the acceptance review of the
WCAP-16083-NP, and found that the material presented is sufficient to perform our
comprehensive review. The staff expects to complete its review by August 30, 2005, and
estimates that the review will require approximately 250 staff hours including project
management time. The review schedule milestones and estimated review costs were
discussed and agreed upon in a telephone conference between Mr. Steven M. DiTommaso of
the WOG and Girija Shukla of the NRC on May 2, 2005.

Section 170.21 of Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations requires that TRs are subject to
fees based on the full cost of the review. Therefore, staff hours will be billed accordingly.

Sincerely,

/IRA/

Girija Shukla, Project Manager, Section 2
Project Directorate IV

Division of Licensing Project Management
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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