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Response to NRC Bulletin 2003-01:
Potential Impact of Debris Blockage on Emergency Sump Recirculation at
Pressurized Water Reactors

By letter dated December 16, 2004 Duke Energy Corporation (Duke) provided a
revision to the commitments made in association with Duke's responses to NRC Bulletin
2003-01. The commitment that was revised adds procedure steps to direct an early
manual start of a containment air return fan during certain small break loss of coolant
accidents. Duke had committed to have these procedure changes and the associated
operator training complete for Catawba and McGuire Nuclear Stations by December 31,
2004. However, Duke discovered the need to evaluate the effect of this procedure
change for loss of coolant accident (LOCA) scenarios at reduced reactor coolant system
temperatures. The potential concern was that for these scenarios this action could
adversely affect Emergency Core Cooling System (ECCS) inventory margins.
Therefore, Duke revised this commitment to allow additional evaluation to be performed
prior to completing these procedure changes.

In the December 16, 2004 letter, Duke committed to complete additional evaluation by
April 30, 2005 of the impacts of procedure changes that would direct an early manual
start of a containment air return fan for Catawba and McGuire. Duke has completed the
additional evaluation of these changes and determined that these actions are prudent
and will not adversely impact ECCS inventory margins; however, a license amendment
is required for implementation. As committed in the December 16, 2004 letter from
Duke to the NRC, a license amendment request regarding the early manual start of the
containment air return fan will be submitted by June 30, 2005.

Please direct any questions or additional needs for information to Mary Hazeltine at
(704) 382-5880.

Very truly yours,

, A 1 2OD
James R. Morris

www. dukepower. corn
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Xc: W. D. Travers, Regional Administrator
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Region II
Atlanta Federal Center
61 Forsyth St., SW, Suite 23T85
Atlanta, GA 30303

J. J. Shea, Project Manger (MNS) (Addressee Only)
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Stop 0-7 D11
Washington, DC 20555-0001

S. E. Peters, Project Manager (CNS) (Addressee Only)
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Mail Stop 0-8 G9
Washington, DC 20555-0001

J. B. Brady
Senior Resident Inspector
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
McGuire Nuclear Station

E. F. Guthrie
Senior Resident Inspector
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Catawba Nuclear Station
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bcc: L.F. Vaughn
R. L. Gill, Jr. (ECO50)
C.J. Thomas (MG01 RC)
L. A. Keller (CN01 RC)
K.L. Crane (MG01 RC)
K.E. Nicholson (MG01 RC)
R. C. Harvey (EC08H)
H. T. Baumgardner (CN030P)
M. R. Weiner (MG01OP)
M. L. Murdock (CN03SE)
P.W. Roberson (MG05SE)
S.C. Ballard (MG05SE)
J.C. Bigham (CN03SE)
P. F. Guill (MG05EE)
R. M. Dickson (CN04MD)
Catawba Master File - 815.02
McGuire Master File - 815.02
ELL

Saluda River Electric Corporation
P.O. Box 929
Laurens, SC 29360-0929

NC Municipal Power Agency No. 1
P.O. Box 29513
Raleigh, NC 27626-0513

TR Puryear
NC Electric Membership Corporation
CN03G

Piedmont Municipal Power Agency
121 Village Drive
Greer, SC 29651
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