
June 10, 2005

The Honorable Eliot L. Engel
United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C.  20515

Dear Congressman Engel:

On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), I am responding to your
letter dated April 28, 2005, regarding the recent testing of the Hemyc fire barrier system.  Your
letter requests that the NRC take swift corrective action to ensure that nuclear facilities replace
the Hemyc Electrical Raceway Fire Barrier System (ERFBS) with one that has repeatedly met
clear standards of protection of electrical cabling under NRC regulations.  Your letter also
stated that Indian Point 2 and 3 and other nuclear reactors that use Hemyc should be shut
down until these standards are met.

The NRC is committed to its mission of ensuring adequate protection of public health
and safety, and took several actions immediately after the new information on the Hemyc
ERFBS became available.  The NRC staff orally informed all licensees who were known to use
Hemyc as a fire barrier material for electrical raceway systems so that the licensees could
assess their plant-specific applications and take appropriate actions, including implementation
of compensatory measures and corrective actions, as required by the regulations.  The NRC
staff followed up this action by issuing a generic communication (an information notice) to all
licensees who own and operate commercial nuclear reactors.  In response to these concerns,
all licensees who use Hemyc as a fire barrier material for electrical raceway systems have
adopted compensatory measures to ensure safety.  The NRC staff also examined whether
there was an immediate and significant risk to safety.  Based on the number of defenses in
place to minimize both the probability of occurrence and consequences of a fire (e.g., fire
detection, prevention, and suppression measures) that could prevent the performance of safe
shutdown functions, the NRC staff concluded that continued operation of the nuclear facilities
while corrective actions are implemented will not pose an undue risk to public health and safety. 

After the immediate actions described above, the NRC held a public meeting on 
April 29, 2005, to inform stakeholders about the test methods and results, and the regulatory
implications.  The NRC continues to monitor this issue and will take whatever additional steps
are necessary to ensure licensees conform to the fire protection regulations.  The NRC plans 
to follow up on these actions using our Reactor Oversight Process to ensure that adequate
safety is maintained.
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Your letter also stated that Indian Point 2 and 3 and other nuclear reactors that use
Hemyc should be shut down until these standards are met.  The NRC has reviewed the issue
and found that it does not pose an undue risk to the public health and safety.  Additionally,
continued operation of plants is permitted as long as effective compensatory measures are
adopted that demonstrate adequate safety.  The NRC has formal guidance in place instructing
licensees on the implementation of such compensatory measures.  The NRC has confirmed
that Indian Point 2 and 3 have adopted compensatory measures.  Furthermore, Indian Point 2
and 3 and all other nuclear facilities have a number of defenses in place (e.g., fire detection,
prevention, and suppression measures) to ensure public health and safety from fire events. 
Therefore, the NRC does not believe immediate shutdown is warranted.

I want to thank you for your interest in this matter and assure you that affected licensees
and the NRC are working to resolve this issue.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Nils J. Diaz


