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Chairman Nils J. Diaz
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

Dear Chairman Diaz:

I am writing to express my grave concerns that Hemyc, a material used at 14
nuclear reactors nationwide to prevent serious damages caused by fire, fails to deliver
these stated protections.

As the U.S. Representative of the Bronx, Rockland and Westchester County and a
member of the Energy and Air Quality Subcommittee of the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, I have been a strong advocate for ensuring safety at our nuclear facilities. I
was very concerned to learn that NRC sponsored-testing of Hlmyc showed that it failed
to protect circuits in accordance with regulatory requirements and plant commitments.
The use of Hemyc, which may clearly threaten the ability of reactors to safely shutdown
in the wake of fire, at Indian Point 2 and 3 is the latest in a long list of serious issues with
the operation of Indian Point which continue to compromise the safety of my constituents
and twenty million residents in the greater NYC metro area.

While I am pleased that the Nuclear Regulatory Commission will hold a public
meeting on April 29, 2005 to focus on the serious concerns associated with the use of
Hemyc, I urge you to take swift, corrective action to ensure that nuclear facilities replace
this product with one that has repeatedly met clear standards of protection for electrical
cabling required under NRC regulations. Until these standards of protection are met,
Indian Point 2 and 3 and the other nuclear reactors that use Hemyc should be shut down.

I look forward to hearing back from you on this matter of critical importance.

Sincerely,

Eliot Engel
Member of Congress
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