
May 11, 2005

The Honorable Rick Santorum
United States Senate
511 Dirksen Senate Office Bldg.
Washington, DC  20510

Dear Senator Santorum:

On behalf of the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), I am writing in response to your
letter, dated April 5, 2005, concerning the correspondence you received from Mr. Walston Chubb
of Murrysville, Pennsylvania.  Mr. Chubb has provided information to your office and the NRC
regarding health effects from exposure to ionizing radiation, and he contends that the NRC’s
existing standards for protection against radiation exposure are too conservative.

In responding to Mr. Chubb’s earlier correspondence, staff from the NRC’s Office of Nuclear
Reactor Regulation assured him that the NRC’s radiation protection standards are based on
the best available science.  They also noted that the NRC generally follows the basic radiation
protection recommendations promulgated by the International Commission on Radiological
Protection (ICRP) and its U.S. counterpart, the National Council on Radiological Protection
and Measurements.  The enclosure to this letter provides additional information to promote
a better understanding of the basis of the NRC’s existing regulations.

The NRC periodically reviews its regulations and the increasing knowledge of the effects of
exposure to ionizing radiation to determine whether new or revised regulations are needed. 
Within the next 2 years, the ICRP is expected to issue a revised set of radiation protection
recommendations.  In addition, the National Academies are expected to publish a report on
the “Health Effects of Exposure to Low Levels of Ionizing Radiation” within the next 6 months. 
Working in concert with other Federal agencies through the Interagency Steering Committee
on Radiation Standards, the NRC will evaluate these emerging recommendations to determine
whether they warrant any changes in our existing regulations.

We hope that this additional information will allay Mr. Chubb’s concerns.  The NRC staff plans
to followup with Mr. Chubb in the near future.  Please feel free to contact me at (301) 415-1700
or LAR1@nrc.gov if you have any additional questions.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Luis A. Reyes
Executive Director
   for Operations

Enclosure:  As stated
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