
May 2, 2005

Mr. Michael Kaplowitz
The Legislature of Westchester County,
  New York
800 Michaelian Office Building
148 Martine Avenue
White Plains, NY 10601

Dear Mr. Kaplowitz:

Your petition dated February 22, 2005, addressed to Mr. Louis Reyes, Executive Director for
Operations, and filed on behalf of the Westchester County Board of Legislators, has been
referred to the Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation pursuant to Section 2.206 of Title 10 of the
Code of Federal Regulations.  You are also a signatory to a petition filed by the Nuclear
Information and Resource Service (NIRS) on February 23, 2005.  Both petitions request that
the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) take similar actions (i.e., (1) issue a generic
communication to all licensed commercial nuclear power station operators to gather information
about backup power supplies to emergency notification systems, and (2) modify all operating
licenses to require that nuclear power station operators provide and maintain emergency
backup electrical power to notification sirens).  

You and many of the other petitioners participated in a meeting and telephone conference call
with our petition review board and the Department of Homeland Security/Federal Emergency
Management Agency on April 5, 2005, to discuss the petitions.  As discussed during the
telephone conference call, the NRC would like its response to the petition submitted by NIRS
on behalf of numerous petitioners, including the Legislature of Westchester County, to also
serve as the response to your petition dated February 22, 2005. 

If you want the NRC to handle your petition differently than described above or you have any
questions regarding our handling of your petition, please contact Mr. Bill Reckley at
(301) 415-1323. 

Sincerely,

/RA/

James E. Lyons, Chairman
2.206 Petition Review Board
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

cc: Mr. Paul Gunter, Director
Reactor Watchdog Project
Nuclear Information and Resource Service
1424 16th Street, NW, Suite 404
Washington, DC 20036
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