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April 25, 2005

Michael J. Meisner

Vice President and Chief Nuclear Officer
Maine Yankee

321 Old Ferry Road

Wiscasset, ME 04578-4922

SUBJECT: ISSUANCE OF AN EXEMPTION FROM THE RECORDKEEPING
REQUIREMENTS OF 10 CFR 72.72(d), MAINE YANKEE INDEPENDENT
SPENT FUEL STORAGE INSTALLATION

Dear Mr. Meisner:

This is in response to your November 29, 2004, letter requesting an exemption from 10 CFR
72.72(d), pursuant to 10 CFR 72.7. In your letter, you requested an exemption from 10 CFR
72.72(d) regarding the storage of spent fuel, high-level radioactive waste, and reactor related
GTCC (Greater Than Class C) waste records. Granting of the requested exemption would
permit Maine Yankee to maintain a single set of spent fuel records in accordance with the
records storage requirements of 10 CFR 50.70(d)(1) consistent with the storage requirements
for Maine Yankee 10 CFR Part 50 required records.

Maine Yankee requested an exemption from the requirements in 10 CFR 72.72(d), which states
in part that, “Records of spent fuel, high-level radioactive waste, and reactor-regulated GTCC
waste containing special nuclear material meeting the requirements in paragraph (a) of this
section must be kept in duplicate. The duplicate set of records must be kept at a separate
location sufficiently remote from the original records that a single event would not destroy both
sets of records.” Maine Yankee proposed to maintain a single set of spent fuel, high-level
radioactive waste, and reactor-related GTCC waste records in accordance with the records
storage requirements of 10 CFR 50.71(d)(1).

ANSI N45.2.9-1974 provides guidance for the protection of nuclear power plant Quality
Assurance (QA) records against degradation. The requirements in ANSI N.45.2.9-1974 have
been endorsed by the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) in Regulatory Guide 1.88,
“Collection, Storage, and Maintenance of Nuclear Power Plant Quality Assurance Records,” as
adequate for satisfying the record keeping requirements of 10 CFR Part 50, Appendix B.
Additionally, conditions in 10 CFR Part 50, Appendix B establish that “[c]onsistent with
applicable regulatory requirements [including 10 CFR 50.71(d)(1)], the applicant shall establish
requirements concerning record retention, such as duration, location, and assigned
responsibility.” Maine Yankee has committed to implement Regulatory Guide 1.88, with minor
exceptions, as discussed in Section XVII of the Quality Assurance Program (QAP), as revised.
The staff has determined that these minor exceptions will not affect the safe storage of records.
ANSI N 45.2.9-1974 specifies design requirements for use in the construction of record storage
facilities when use of a single storage facility is desired. They include specific requirements for
protection against degradation mechanisms such as fire, humidity, and condensation.

ANSI N 45.2.9-1974 also provides for adequate maintenance of records regarding the identity
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and history of the spent fuel in storage. Such records would be subject to and need to be
protected from the same type of degradation mechanisms as nuclear power plant QA records.

The NRC staff evaluated the public health and safety and environmental impacts of the
proposed exemption and determined that granting the exemption would not result in any
significant impacts. For this action, and Environmental Assessment and Finding of No
Significant Impact has been prepared and published in the Federal Register (70 FR 20607,
dated April 19, 2005). A copy of the Federal Register Notice was provided to you by letter
dated April 13, 2005.

The NRC staff considered the applicant’s request and has determined that granting the
proposed exemption from the requirements of 10 CFR 72.72(d) is authorized by law, will not
endanger life or property or the common defense and security, and is otherwise in the public
interest. The staff grants the exemption, subject to the following conditions:

1) Maine Yankee may maintain records of spent fuel, high-level radioactive waste, and
reactor-related GTCC waste in storage either in duplicate as required by 10 CFR
72.72(d), or alternatively in accordance with the records storage requirements of 10
CFR 50.71(d)(1).

2) All other requirements of 10 CFR 72.72(d) shall be met.

If you have any question, please contact Mr. Jeremy Smith of my staff at 301-415-8500. Any
future correspondence related to this action should reference Docket No. 72-30 and TAC No.
L23792.

Sincerely,

IRA/

Brian Thomas, Deputy Director

Spent Fuel Project Office

Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards

Docket No. 72-30
TAC No. L23792

cC: Service List
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