
April 21, 2005

Mr. Jakob Baenziger, General Manager
mb-microtec ag
Freiburgstrasse  634
3172 Niederwangen
Switzerland

Dear Mr. Baenziger:

This letter is regarding the letters received by the United States Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC) from Mr. Lawrence Keating, President of mb-microtec (USA) dated
December 9, 2004, and March 2, 2005 (see copies attached).  In the letters Mr. Keating
requested an amendment to the Sealed Source and Device Registration Certificate No. 
NR-446-S-102-S.  The amendment requested a change of the minimum tube diameter from 0.7
mm to 0.3 mm, on the Model 400/1 gaseous light sources, and a change for tritium supplies.

Please note that the current registration certificate, issued on September 27, 1984, is outdated
and lists a name and address for a representative in the United States which are no longer
valid.  Currently, Mr. Keating is only licensed (License No. 31-23712-01E) for the possession
and distribution of timepieces containing tritium and not individual tritium sources. 
Consequently, NRC cannot amend the registration certificate upon a request from Mr. Keating
because he is not licensed as the U.S. distributor of the sources.  

To resolve the issue one of the following is suggested:

1. If you wish to maintain an active registration certificate, mb-microtec must have a U.S.
distributor who is licensed to posses and distribute the sources.  Such a U.S.
representative should apply for an amendment to certificate NR-446-S-102-S to add the
representative’s  U.S. address and to incorporate the new dimensions.  The relevant
regulation, to import nuclear equipment and material into the U.S., can and other
changes be found under 10 CFR 110.53 which states that “[e]ach licensee shall have an
office in the United States where papers may be served and where records required by
the Commission will be maintained.”  The full text of the regulations is available at the
NRC web-site www.nrc.gov under “Electronic Reading Room.”

However, please note that if your representative is located in an Agreement State, the
representative must obtain both the possession license and the source registration from
the Agreement State.  The Agreement States are those within the U.S. which have
signed a formal agreement with the NRC to assume regulatory responsibility over
certain byproduct, source, and special nuclear material.  Currently, there are 33 States
that signed such agreements.  The list of the Agreement States is available at the NRC
web-site or at the direct link http://www.hsrd.ornl.gov/nrc/rulemaking.htm. 
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2.  The registration certificate may be inactivated.  Inactive status means that the product
can no longer be commercially distributed but may still be approved for licensing
purposes.  However, your customers who are currently using the sources in the U.S.
can import and use the sources under their materials possession license in accordance
with 10 CFR 110.27, but may use only sources with the dimensions currently listed in
the registration certificate, NR-446-S-102-S, dated September 27, 1984.  

We are also sending a copy of this letter to the U.S. licensees, who are using mb-microtec 400
series sources, in order to notify them that each must amend the registration certificates for
their products if they wish to incorporate into their products the new design changes. 
Specifically, to account for the mb microtec request of December 9, 2004, to change the
minimum diameter for the Model 400/1 sealed source series from 0.7 mm to 0.3 mm, each
vendor would need to amend their registration certificates.

If you need further information, you may contact me by e-mail at jpj2@nrc.gov or call at 301-
415-7904.

Sincerely,

/RA/

John P. Jankovich, Ph.D., Team Leader 
Materials Safety and Inspection Branch
Division of Industrial and
  Medical Nuclear Safety
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
  and Safeguards

Enclosures:
1.  Incoming Letter dated 12/9/04
2.  Incoming Letter dated 3/2/05

cc: Mr. Lawrence Keating, mb-microtec (USA)
P.O. Box 1174
North Tonawanda, NY 14120-9174

      Mr. Clayton Bradt, CHP, Principal Radiophysicist
Radiological Health Unit
Division of Safety and Health 
New York State Dept. of Labor 
NYS Office Campus, 
Building 12, Room 169 
Albany, NY 12240
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Mr. Michael Pastoor, Vice President/Operations 
Cammenga and Associates
100 Aniline Avenue
Holland, MI 49424

Mr. Joseph Tchira
Litepro, LLC
3731 N. Country Club Dr., #525
Aventura, FL 33180

Mr. Mitchell Wein, Vice-President
Marathon Watch Company, Ltd.
30 Mural Street, #10
Richmond Hill, Ontario
Canada L4B 1B5

Mr. Brad Fisher, Operations Manager
Meprolight, Inc.
521 Fifth Avenue
New York, NY 10175

Mr. Darin Schick, Engineering Manager
Trijicon, Inc.
49385 Shafer Avenue
Wixom, MI 48393

Ms. Lorraine Hellighausen, Radiation Safety Officer
TRUGLO, Inc.
710 Presidential Drive,
Richardson, TX 75081
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