
June 8, 2005
The Honorable Ralph M. Hall, Chairman
Subcommittee on Energy and Air Quality
Committee on Energy and Commerce 
United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC  20515

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) intends to publish a final rule, in the Federal
Register, that would amend its regulations at 10 CFR Part 25, “Access Authorization for
Licensee Personnel,” and 10 CFR Part 95, “Facility Security Clearance and Safeguarding of
National Security Information and Restricted Data.”  This rulemaking will broaden the scope of
the regulations applicable to persons who may require access to classified information.  The
scope will now include:  (1) persons who may need access in connection with licensing and
regulatory activities under the regulations that govern the disposal of high-level radioactive
waste in geologic repositories; and (2) persons who may need access in connection with such
other activities as the Commission may determine, such as vendors of advanced reactor
designs.  This rulemaking will also broaden the scope of the regulations applicable to
procedures for obtaining facility security clearances, to include persons who may need to use,
process, store, reproduce, transmit, transport, or handle NRC classified information in
connection with the above-identified activities.  The amendments are needed to allow NRC to
process any requests for security clearances relating to the anticipated licensing hearing for the
potential geologic repository for high-level radioactive waste at Yucca Mountain, Nevada, and
relating  to activities involving the design of advanced reactors. 

Sincerely,

   /RA/

William N. Outlaw, Acting Director
Office of Congressional Affairs

Enclosure:  
Federal Register notice

cc: Representative Rick Boucher
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The Honorable George V. Voinovich, Chairman
Subcommittee on Clean Air, Climate Change, 
  and Nuclear Safety
Committee on Environment and Public Works
United States Senate
Washington, DC  20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) intends to publish a final rule, in the Federal
Register, that would amend its regulations at 10 CFR Part 25, “Access Authorization for
Licensee Personnel,” and 10 CFR Part 95, “Facility Security Clearance and Safeguarding of
National Security Information and Restricted Data.”  This rulemaking will broaden the scope of
the regulations applicable to persons who may require access to classified information.  The
scope will now include:  (1) persons who may need access in connection with licensing and
regulatory activities under the regulations that govern the disposal of high-level radioactive
waste in geologic repositories; and (2) persons who may need access in connection with such
other activities as the Commission may determine, such as vendors of advanced reactor
designs.  This rulemaking will also broaden the scope of the regulations applicable to
procedures for obtaining facility security clearances, to include persons who may need to use,
process, store, reproduce, transmit, transport, or handle NRC classified information in
connection with the above-identified activities.  The amendments are needed to allow NRC to
process any requests for security clearances relating to the anticipated licensing hearing for the
potential geologic repository for high-level radioactive waste at Yucca Mountain, Nevada, and
relating  to activities involving the design of advanced reactors. 

Sincerely,

William N. Outlaw, Acting Director
Office of Congressional Affairs
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cc:  Senator Thomas Carper


