April 21, 2005
Mr. William A. Eaton
System Energy Resources, Inc.
Entergy Operatons
1340 Echelon Parkway
Jackson, MS 39213

SUBJECT: NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENT (DEIS) FOR AN EARLY SITE PERMIT (ESP) AT THE GRAND
GULF ESP SITE (TAC NO. MC1379)

Dear Mr. Eaton:

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) staff has completed NUREG-1817,
“Environmental Impact Statement for an Early Site Permit (ESP) at the Grand Gulf ESP Site:
Draft Report for Comment.” Enclosed is a copy of the draft report and the associated Federal
Register Notice of Availability. This notice advises the public that the draft report is available for
public inspection at the NRC Public Document Room or from the Publicly Available Records
component of NRC's Agencywide Documents Access and Management System (ADAMS).
ADAMS is accessible from the NRC Website at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/adams.html (the
Public Electronic Reading Room) and directly from the NRC Website at www.nrc.gov. In
addition, the Harriette Person Memorial Library, located at 606 Main Street, Port Gibson,
Mississippi, has agreed to make the DEIS available for public inspection. The notice also
informs the public that a public meeting on the DEIS will be held at the Port Gibson City Hall,
located at 1005 College Street, Port Gibson, Mississippi, on Tuesday, June 28, 2005. The
meeting will convene at 7:00 p.m. and will continue until 10:00 p.m., as necessary. The
meeting will be transcribed and will include: (1) a presentation of the contents of the draft
environmental impact statement (DEIS), and (2) the opportunity for interested government
agencies, organizations, and individuals to provide comments on the draft report. Additionally,
the NRC staff will host informal discussions one hour before the start of the meeting at the
library.

As discussed in Section 10.5 of the DEIS, the staff’s preliminary recommendation is that the
ESP should be issued. This preliminary recommendation is based on (1) the Environmental
Report submitted by SERI; (2) consultation with Federal, State, Tribal, and local agencies; (3)
the staff’s independent review; (4) the staff’'s consideration of comments received during the
public scoping process; (5) the assessments summarized in the DEIS, including the potential
mitigation measures identified in the environmental report and in the DEIS; and (6) the staff’s
conclusion in the DEIS that there are no environmentally preferable or obviously superior
alternative sites.
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A separate notice of filing of the draft environmental impact statement will be placed in the
Federal Register through the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. If you have any questions
regarding this matter, please contact the NRC Environmental Project Manager,

Mr. James Wilson, at 301-415-1108 or by e-mail at GrandGulfEIS@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,

/IRA/

Pao-Tsin Kuo, Program Director

License Renewal and Environmental Impacts Program
Division of Regulatory Improvement Programs

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket No.: 52-009
Enclosure: As stated

cc w/encl: See next page
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UNITED STATES NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

DOCKET NO. 52-009

SYSTEM ENERGY RESOURCES, INC.

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY OF THE DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

FOR AN EARLY SITE PERMIT (ESP) AT THE GRAND GULF ESP SITE

AND ASSOCIATED PUBLIC MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC, the
Commission) has published NUREG-1817, “Environmental Impact Statement for an Early Site
Permit (ESP) at the Grand Gulf ESP Site: Draft Report for Comment.” The site is located near
the Town of Port Gibson in Claiborne County, Mississippi. The application for the ESP was
submitted by letter dated October 16, 2003, pursuant to Title 10 of the Code of Federal
Regulations Part 52 (10 CFR Part 52). A notice of receipt and availability of the application,
which included the environmental report (ER), was published in the Federal Register on
November 14, 2003 (68 FR 64665). A notice of acceptance for docketing of the application for
the ESP was published in the Federal Register on December 1, 2003 (68 FR 67219). A notice
of intent to prepare an environmental impact statement and to conduct the scoping process was
published in the Federal Register on December 31, 2003 (68 FR 75656).

The purpose of this notice is to inform the public that NUREG-1817, “Environmental
Impact Statement for an Early Site Permit (ESP) at the Grand Gulf ESP Site: Draft Report for
Comment,” is available for public inspection in the NRC Public Document Room (PDR) located
at One White Flint North, 11555 Rockville Pike (first floor), Rockville, Maryland, 20852, or from
the Publicly Available Records (PARS) component of NRC's Agencywide Documents Access

and Management System (ADAMS), and will also be placed directly on the NRC Web site at
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www.nrc.gov. ADAMS is accessible from the NRC Web site at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-

rm/adams.html (the Public Electronic Reading Room). Persons who do not have access to

ADAMS, or who encounter problems in accessing the documents located in ADAMS, should
contact the PDR reference staff at 1-800-397-4209, 301-415-4737, or by e-mail to
pdr@nrc.gov. In addition, the Harriette Person Memorial Library, located at 606 Main Street,
Port Gibson, Mississippi, has agreed to make the DEIS available for public inspection.

The NRC staff will hold a public meeting to present an overview of the DEIS and to
accept public comments on the document. The public meeting will be held at the Port Gibson
City Hall, located at 1005 College Street, Port Gibson, Mississippi, on Tuesday, June 28, 2005.
The meeting will convene at 7:00 p.m. and will continue until 10:00 p.m., as necessary. The
meeting will be transcribed and will include: (1) a presentation of the contents of the DEIS, and
(2) the opportunity for interested government agencies, organizations, and individuals to
provide comments on the draft report. Additionally, the NRC staff will host informal discussions
one hour before the start of the meeting at the library. No formal comments on the DEIS will be
accepted during the informal discussions. To be considered, comments must be provided
either at the transcribed public meeting or in writing. Persons may register to attend or present
oral comments at the meeting by contacting Ms. Cristina Guerrero, by telephone at 1-800-368-
5642, extension 3835, or by Internet to the NRC at GrandGulfEIS@nrc.gov no later than
June 21, 2005. Members of the public may also register to speak at the meeting within 15
minutes of the start of the meeting. Individual oral comments may be limited by the time
available, depending on the number of persons who register. Members of the public who have
not registered may also have an opportunity to speak, if time permits. Ms. Guerrero will need to
be contacted no later than June 21, 2005, if special equipment or accommodations are needed
to attend or present information at the public meeting, so that the NRC staff can determine

whether the request can be accommodated.
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Members of the public may send written comments on the DEIS concerning the Grand
Gulf ESP application to the Chief, Rules and Directives Branch, Division of Administrative
Services, Office of Administration, Mailstop T-6D59, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission,
Washington, DC, 20555-0001, and should cite the publication date and page number of this
Federal Register Notice. Comments may also be delivered to Room T-6D59, Two White Flint
North, 11545 Rockville Pike, Rockville, Maryland, 20852, from 7:30 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. during
Federal workdays. To be considered, written comments should be postmarked by July 14,
2005. Electronic comments may be sent by the Internet to the NRC at GrandGulfEIS@nrc.gov.
Electronic submissions should be sent no later than July 14, 2005. Comments will be available
electronically and accessible through the NRC's PERR link at http://www.nrc.gov/reading-
rm/adams.html.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT: Cristina Guerrero, License Renewal and
Environmental Impacts Program, Division of Regulatory Improvement Programs, U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, Washington, DC, 20555-0001. Ms. Guerrero may be contacted at the
aforementioned telephone number or e-mail address.

Dated at Rockville, Maryland, this 15th day of April, 2005.

FOR THE NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION

IRA/

Pao-Tsin Kuo, Program Director

License Renewal and Environmental Impacts Program
Division of Regulatory Improvement Programs

Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
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CC:

Executive Vice President
& Chief Operating Officer
Entergy Operations, Inc.
P. O. Box 31995
Jackson, MS 39286-1995

Wise, Carter, Child & Caraway
P. O. Box 651
Jackson, MS 39205

Winston & Strawn
1400 L Street, N.W. - 12th Floor
Washington, DC 20005-3502

Chief

Energy and Transportation Branch
Environmental Compliance and
Enforcement Division

Mississippi Department of Environmental

Quality
P. O. Box 10385
Jackson, MS 39289-0385

President

Claiborne County
Board of Supervisors
P. O. Box 339

Port Gibson, MS 39150

Regional Administrator, Region IV
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 1000
Arlington, TX 76011

Senior Resident Inspector

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
P. O. Box 399

Port Gibson, MS 39150

General Manager, GGNS
Entergy Operations, Inc.
P. O. Box 756

Port Gibson, MS 39150

Attorney General

Department of Justice

State of Louisiana

P. O. Box 94005

Baton Rouge, LA 70804-9005

State Health Officer
State Board of Health
P. O. Box 1700
Jackson, MS 39205

Office of the Governor
State of Mississippi
Jackson, MS 39201

Attorney General
Asst. Attorney General
State of Mississippi

P. O. Box 22947
Jackson, MS 39225

Vice President, Operations Support
Entergy Operations, Inc.

P.O. Box 31995

Jackson, MS 39286-1995

Director

Nuclear Safety Assurance
Entergy Operations, Inc.
P.O. Box 756

Port Gibson, MS 39150

Charles Paulk, Region IV

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
611 Ryan Plaza Drive, Suite 400
Arlington, TX 76011

Nancy Butler

Harriette Person Memorial Library
606 Main St.

Port Gibson, MS 39150
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CC:

Alexander C. Martin
P. O. Box 396
Port Gibson, MS 39150

Brenda Hyde
P. O. Box 2450
Jackson, MS 39225

Patricia Campbell
Winston & Strawn LLP
1400 L St, NW
Washington, DC 20005

Kathryn Suiton
Winston & Strawn LLP
1400 L St, NW
Washington, DC 20005

Jim Gasser

Sierra Club

136 Jamison Ct.
Brandon, MS 39042

Ann Somers

Sierra Club

1606 Pinevale St.
Jackson, MS 39211

Ellie Neal
611 Vondeuenter St
Port Gibson, MS 39150

Robert Burnett
Entergy Employee
Idlewild, Idlewild Dr.
Port Gibson, ms 39154

David G. Newell
Plumber & Pipefitter 619
1014 Newell Ln
Union Church, MS 39668

James Windham
Plumbers & Pipefitters
3203 N. Frontage Rd
Vicksburg, MS 39181

Bob Kochtitzky

Miss. 2020 Network Inc.
Box 13506

Jackson, MS 39236

Ruth Pullen
P. O. Box 720415
Byram, MS 39272

DeMarco Morgan
WJTV-Jackson
1820 TV Road
Jackson, MS 39204

Kelle Barfield
Entergy

1340 Echelon Pkwy
Jackson, MS 39213

George Ross
P. O. Box 2450
Jackson, MS 39225

J. B. Davis
1039 Holt Dr
Port Gibson, MS 39150

J. Gilbert Buck
P. O. Box 245
Pattison, MS 39194

Johnnie M. Rockingham
1069 Moore Rd
Port Gibson, MS 39150

Janice W. Gray
P. O. Box 105
Port Gibson, MS 39150

Emma Chislyn
P. O. box 1002
Port Gibson, MS 39150

Eddie Walls Jr.
P. O. Box 239
Port Gibson, MS
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cc:
Phil Segrest
P. O. Box 147

Port Gibson, MS 39150

Amelda Arnold, Mayor
City of Port Gibson

P. O. Box 607

Port Gibson, MS 39150

Minor Ferris
851 Fort Hill Dr.
Vicksburg, MS 39183

Eddie Jones
17132 Hwy 547
Pattison, MS 39144

Sarah A. Dave

ACORN

17132 Hwy 547

Pattison, MS 39144-9699

Jessie Barrett
2080 Shannon Rd
Pattison, MS 39144

Mike Withrow
Entergy

114 Tower Drive
Vicksburg, MS 39180

Greg Broadbent
Entergy

P. O. Box 820591
Vicksburg, MS 39182

Martha Lott

Board of Supervisors
P. O. Box 274

Port Gibson, MS 39150

Robert W. Evans
Enoscon Services, Inc.
12850 Middlebrook Rd.
Suite 108
Germantown, MD 20874

Sonny Harpole
Clairborne County Citizen
2020 Grand Gulf Rd

Port Gibson, MS 39150

Evan Doss, Jr.
P.O. Box 653
Port Gibson, MS 39150

Jerry Landrum
5278 Menge Ave.
Pass Christian, MS 39571

Soloman S. Wilson
1948 Bessie Weathers Rd.
Port Gibsn, MS 39150

A. C. Garner

NAACP

P.O. Box 121

Port Gibson, MS 39150

Becky Gillette

Sierra Club

34 Davis Bayou Cir.
Ocean Springs, MS 39564

Kathy Lunceford, Federal Projects and
Permiting

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Ecological Services Field Office

6578 Dogwood Parkway

Jackson, MS 39213

Sam Hamilton, Regional Director
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Regional Office

1875 Century Blvd.

Atlanta, GA 30345
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cc:
The Honorable Phillip Martin, Chief
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians
P.O. Box 6010 - Choctaw Branch
Choctaw, MS 39350

The Honorable Gregory E. Pyle, Chief
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma

P. O. Drawer 1210

Durant, OK 74702-1210

Earl J. Barbry Jr., State Historic
Preservation Officer

Tunika Biloxi Indian Tribe of Louisiana
P.O. Box 1589

Marksville, LA 71351

Mr. Tom Wagner

Federal and State Review Program
Interagency Coordinator

Mississippi Department of Archives and

History

Historic Preservation

P. O. Box 571

Jackson, MS 39205-0571

Mr. Don Klima, Director

Office of Federal Agency Programs
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation
Old Post Office Building

1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 809
Washington, DC 20004

Mr. David Stilwell, Field Office Supervisor
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

New York Ecological Services Office
3817 Luker Road

Cortland, NY 13045

Mr. Mike Bartlett, Field Office Supervisor
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

New England Ecological Services Office
70 Commercial Street, Suite 300
Concord, NH 03301-5087

Mr. Russ Watson

Acting Field Office Supervisor

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Louisiana Ecological Services Office
646 Cajundome Blvd.

Lafayette, LA 70506

Mr. Ray Aycock, Field Supervisor
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Mississippi Ecological Services Office
6578 Dogwood View Parkway
Jackson, MS 39213

Ms. Georgia Cranmore

Assistant Regional Administrator

NOAA Fisheries Southeast Regional Office
9721 Executive Center Drive North

Saint Petersburg, FL 33702

Ms. Patricia Kurkul

Regional Administrator

NOAA Fisheries Northeast Regional Office
1 Blackburn Drive

Gloucester, MA 01930



