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= Gentlemen: - . X
' ‘Sinc.?e-aisbiisiii&rzl of depleted ur'{.anium {DU) tails is an important .

. - -decomnissioning; 1icensing {ssue.For the proposed Claiborne Enrichment Center,

“theHuclear.Regylatory Commission performed an assessment of the fssues _-

. . Involved. "Duvi.evaluation assumes: that the bulk of DU tails will eventually be

~dispased;of d5 'a waste: We -examined the acceptability of disposal-of the LES
..~ enrichment plant- tails, as.depleted UF,, in a 1icensed 10 CFR Part 61 disposal
- - facility .as -sbipgested by LES’s “Deplieted Uranium Hexafluoride Management -
Jo - Stude - We-have completed.our review of this proposal. -Bised an our ™ .
-. analysis, we hive veached the following conclusions. :

. " Z"regardless dF U-235 concentration. .‘Even if stored taills wers later:fu

S et Bl Cunl)

" Thé greferrad-chemical form for final disposition of. the DU tails -is-i%;;._. ‘

-
. -

- processed-and depleted-of U-235, the bulk of DU tails must still-be dispofed
- - ‘ofs Compared -with UF,, U0, is. the more stable physicochemical form and the:. -

. ‘move”compatible; as regards. to safety, with long-term dispesition of tails.:
-Conversion of: the OUF,
*its physicothgmical, §
under 10° CFR-Part 61. -

..~ The ‘Envirbhiental Inpact Statement (EIS) supporting 10 CFR Part 61 did riat
- “contémplate *targe volumes of DU tafls, Our analysis, using methodoTody
© . -similar to that-uséd for the Part 61 EIS, concludes that pear-surface-disposal

..~ .of_such targé quantities of DU tails is not appropriste, both becausé of its -

to -DUF, for final dispasition is ndt acceptable hetduss -
ong-term stability is incompatible with‘fina'(}adi,_sqgsﬂ -

-‘potentfal radiological impact and ‘its chemical toxicity. However, other_. @& = -

:dispesal alternatives under 10 CFR Part 61 miy be viable; e.g., deep mine

- df'sposals- “Therefore, disposal options, other than near-surfice-uisposal, must -

. "be considered-for the DU tails. - Disposal options must be accompanied with ™~
supporting analyses: - The analyses should include funding provisions for
-storage, tails conversion to the oxide form, final dispasition and, if -
- "applicable, transportation costs. ) :

" Your atialyses” should-also consider-an appropriate. schedule for conversion and
disposal, Sirce you are proposing. to start production in phises, whichmay -
take several years, the conversion of DUF, to DU;0,, or other suitable waste -
form, should start 10 to 1S years after initiati’ng production, or after '
"generating 80,000 tons of tails, whichever is- reached first. '
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" In summary,
---pravision faor fi
- - volume of waste to be generated for _ _
sl part of 2 much larger.n nventory. Therefore,"
-5 .may be addressed as par

- We would-be pleased-
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fdedoﬁstrétiqﬁ of viable means of DU tails ultimate disposition and
riancial assurance are needed. 1t 1s recognized that the total
the LES Claiborne Enrichment.Center is
£S DU tails.disposition
1 inventory disposal® scheme. SR

ta:discuss these matters further with vou'after you:have
considered them. IT you have. any questions, please contact pr. Lidia . A:"
_Roche® at (301) 504-2695. R L e
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