
May 4, 2005

Mr. James Courtney
Greenpeace Australia Pacific
GPO Box 3307
Sydney NSW  2001
Australia

Dear Mr. Courtney:

I am responding to your letter concerning Silex Systems, Ltd. (Silex), an Australian Company
that is developing technology for enriching uranium using lasers.  You requested that the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) answer your questions about a potential application
from Silex to construct a pilot plant to demonstrate its laser enrichment of uranium.

Silex has not applied to the NRC for a uranium enrichment facility license.  If Silex or another
company decides to submit an application in the future, it will have to follow the requirements in
10 CFR Part 70, Subpart D, “License Applications.”  This rule is available at
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/cfr/part070/.  The staff will then review the
application to verify that the uranium enrichment plant is designed, constructed, operated, and
decommissioned to ensure adequate protection of the public health and safety.  It is difficult to
estimate the staff’s review time since Silex has not submitted an application.  However, a review
of a production-scale commercial facility would be expected to take at least 30 months. 
Ultimately, the decision whether to build a facility in the U.S. based on the Silex technology is a
business decision, and it would be inappropriate for the NRC to take a position on this issue.
 
I trust this letter is responsive to your questions.

Sincerely,

/RA/ /s/ by M. Federline for

Jack R. Strosnider, Director
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
    and Safeguards
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that is developing technology for enriching uranium using lasers.  You requested that the U.S.
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) answer your questions about a potential application
from Silex to construct a pilot plant to demonstrate its laser enrichment of uranium.

Silex has not applied to the NRC for a uranium enrichment facility license.  If Silex or another
company decides to submit an application in the future, it will have to follow the requirements in
10 CFR Part 70, Subpart D, “License Applications.”  This rule is available at
http://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/doc-collections/cfr/part070/.  The staff will then review the
application to verify that the uranium enrichment plant is designed, constructed, operated, and
decommissioned to ensure adequate protection of the public health and safety.  It is difficult to
estimate the staff’s review time since Silex has not submitted an application.  However, a review
of a production-scale commercial facility would be expected to take at least 30 months. 
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Sincerely,
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Jack R. Strosnider, Director
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
    and Safeguards
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