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Chairman Nils J. Diaz
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

Dear Chairman Diaz:

I am writing to urge the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to take immediate action in
response to the National Academy of Sciences' Report on Nuclear Waste Security. This
report raises serious concerns about the vulnerability of spent nuclear fuel pools to terrorist
attacks and recommends that specific steps be taken to prevent a significant release of
radioactivity, including a plant-by-plant exarnination of fuel pool design and security.

The report particularly focuses on the fact that an attack no more difficult than the
September 1th attacks could easily cause a fire resulting in a radiation release with serious
public health consequences. Many of the spent fuel pools at existing nuclear reactors are
designed to withstand natural disasters such as earthquakes but were not built to anticipate
a well-coordinated assault carried out by a. group determined to cause public harm and fear.

I urge that the Commission undertake a careful plant-by-plant analysis of the
vulnerabilities of spent fuel pools at individual plants. Different plants around the country
use different designs for their reactors and for their spent fuel pools, and it is critical that
the Commission use its expertise to ensure that plant operators know the specific steps they
need to take to provide the utmost security.

Moreover, the Commission should take immediate steps to ensure that nuclear plants
improve the design of their spent fuel pools as necessary, including installing water-spray
systems that would prevent a fire if the pool were drained. I also urge the Commission to
adopt standards limiting the maximum amount of spent fuel that can be placed in an
existing pool and to ensure that plant operators move fuel from pools to dry cask storage as
soon as possible.

I also wish to express my concern at your Commission's attitude towards the possibility
that spent fuel pools pose serious risks to public safety. You have made comments
indicating that you believe fuel pools are as safe as dry casks, but the findings of the
experts at the National Academy of Sciences clearly disagree with your position. This
raises serious questions about the Commission's commitment to ensuring the highest level
of protection for members of the public.
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My state of New Jersey is home to four nuclear reactors, and New Jersey residents are
often quite concerned about the safety of nuclear plants in their communities. By taking
quick action to act on the recommendations contained in the National Academy's report,
you will go a long way towards restoring public confidence in the safety of our nation's
nuclear plants.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

FRANK PALLONE,
Member of Congress


