April 7, 2005

Mr. Richard Nelson, Field Supervisor
Rock Island Field Office

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

4469 48" Avenue Court

Rock Island, IL 61201

SUBJECT: BIOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT FOR AN EARLY SITE PERMIT (ESP) FOR THE
EXELON ESP SITE AND A REQUEST FOR INFORMAL CONSULTATION

Dear Mr. Nelson:

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) has prepared the enclosed biological
assessment (BA) to evaluate whether the proposed action of issuing an ESP for the Exelon
ESP site would have adverse effects on listed species. The Exelon ESP site is located within
the Clinton Power Station (CPS) site along the shore of Clinton Lake, near the town of Clinton
in DeWitt County, lllinois. The proposed Federal action is the issuance, under provisions of
Title 10 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Part 52 (10 CFR Part 52), of an ESP for a new
nuclear unit at the Exelon ESP site, which would authorize Exelon to conduct site preparation
and limited construction activities. The site preparation and limited construction activities
allowed by 10 CFR 52.25 include clearing, grading, and constructing non-safety-related
facilities. The proposed action does not include approval to construct and operate a new
nuclear unit. Therefore, the BA does not analyze the environmental impacts that could result
from such construction and operation. Impacts associated with construction and operation of a
new nuclear unit will be assessed during the NRC staff’s review of an application for a
combined license or construction permit, should an applicant choose to go forward with the
project.

Exelon has indicated that the addition of four new 345-kilovolt (-kV) transmission lines likely
would be required to accommodate the proposed new nuclear unit, and that these would likely
be sited within the existing utility rights-of-way. Because the site preparation and limited
construction activities noted above may include the addition of new transmission lines to and
expansion of the existing CPS transmission corridor, these impacts are analyzed in the
enclosed BA.

By letter dated March 17, 2004, the NRC requested that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
(FWS) provide a list of Federally threatened or endangered species that may occur in the
vicinity of the Exelon ESP site and transmission line corridors. In a letter dated April 6, 2004,
the FWS provided a list of Federally listed species. The FWS identified one threatened
species, the bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus); and one endangered species, the Indiana
bat (Myotis sodalis) as being present. For documentation purposes, the NRC has addressed
the potential impacts of site preparation and limited construction activities on these two species
in its BA.
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The NRC has determined that site preparation and limited construction activities are not likely to
adversely affect the bald eagle because bald eagles are not known to nest or roost in DeWitt
County, and no concentrations of foraging eagles have been reported on or in the vicinity of the
Exelon ESP site. The staff has also determined that site preparation and limited construction
activities are not likely to adversely affect the Indiana bat. Indiana bats potentially occur
anywhere in lllinois where there is forest habitat. Indiana bats likely would not be adversely
affected if habitat suitability and occupancy were determined prior to construction and
appropriate actions were taken to avoid disturbing the species.

We are placing this BA in our project files and are requesting your concurrence with our
determination. In reaching our conclusion, the NRC staff relied on information provided by the
applicant, on the independent review performed by NRC staff, and on information provided by
the FWS in its correspondence to NRC.

If you have any questions regarding this BA or the staff’s request, please contact
Mr. Thomas Kenyon, Environmental Project Manager, at 301-415-1120, or by e-mail at
tika@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,
/IRA/
Pao-Tsin Kuo, Program Director
License Renewal and Environmental Impacts Program

Division of Regulatory Improvement Programs
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation

Docket No.: 52-007
Enclosure: As stated

cc w/encl.: See next page
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cc:
Ms. Marilyn Kray

Vice President, Project Development
Exelon Generation

200 Exelon Way, KSA3-EN

Kennett Square, PA 19348

Mr. Rod Krich

Vice President, Licensing Projects
Exelon Nuclear

4300 Winfield Road

Warrenville, IL 60555

Mr. Thomas Mundy

Director, Project Development
Exelon Generation

200 Exelon Way, KSA3-EN
Kennett Square, PA 19348

Mr. William Maher

Exelon Generation

200 Exelon Way, KSA2-N
Kennett Square, PA 19348

Mr. Thomas S. O'Neill
Associate General Counsel
Exelon Nuclear

4300 Winfield Road
Warrenville, IL 60555

Mr. Eddie Grant

Exelon Generation

200 Exelon Way, KSA3-EN
Kennett Square, PA 19348

Exelon Nuclear
Correspondence Control Desk
200 Exelon Way, KSA1-N
Kennett Square PA, 19348

Mr. David Lochbaum

Union of Concerned Scientists
1707 H Street, NW

Suite 600

Washington, DC 20006-3919

Mr. Paul Gunter

Director of the Reactor Watchdog Project
Nuclear Information & Resource Service

1424 16" Street, NW, Suite 404
Washington, DC 20036

Mr. Ron Simard

Nuclear Energy Institute
Suite 400

1776 | Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006-3708

Mr. Russell Bell

Nuclear Energy Institute

Suite 400

1776 | Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006-3708

Mr. Thomas P. Miller

U.S. Department of Energy
Headquarters - Germantown
19901 Germantown Road
Germantown, MD 20874-1290

Mr. James Riccio
Greenpeace

702 H Street, NW, Suite 300
Washington, DC 20001

Ms. Patricia Campbell
Winston & Strawn

1400 L Street, NW
Washington, DC 20005

Mr. James F. Mallay, Director
Regulatory Affairs
FRAMATOME, ANP

3315 Old Forest Road
Lynchburg, VA 24501

Mr. Ernie H. Kennedy

Vice President New Plants
Nuclear Plant Projects
Westinghouse Electric Company
2000 Day Hill Road

Windsor, CT 06095-0500
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cc:

Dr. Regis A. Matzie

Senior Vice President and

Chief Technology Officer
Westinghouse Electric Company
2000 Day Hill Road

Windsor, CT 06095-0500

Mr. John Loaniddi

Parsons Energy and Chemicals
2675 Morgantown Road
Reading, PA 19607

Ms. Amy Lientz

CH2M HILL

151 North Ridge Avenue
Suite 150

Idaho Falls, Idaho 83402

Mr. Steven P. Frantz Esq.
Morgan Lewis and Bockius LLP
1111 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20004

Mr. Gary Wright, Director

Division of Nuclear Safety

lllinois Emergency Management Agency
1035 Outer Park Drive

Springdfield, IL 62704

Dr. Gail H. Marcus

U.S. Department of Energy
Room 5A-143

1000 Independence Ave., SW
Washington, DC 20585

Mr. Paul Leventhal

Nuclear Control Institute

1000 Connecticut Avenue, NW
Suite 410

Washington, DC 20036

Mr. Jack W. Roe
SCIENTECH, INC.

910 Clopper Road
Gaithersburg, MD 20878

Mr. Tom Clements
6703 Guide Avenue
Takoma Park, MD 20912

Mr. Glenn Archinoff

ACR Licensing Manager
AECL Technologies

481 Frederick Avenue
Suite 405

Gaithersburg, MD 20877

Mr. David Ritter

Research Associate on Nuclear Energy

Public Citizens Critical Mass Energy
and Environmental Program

215 Pennsylvania Avenue, SE

Washington, DC 20003

Mr. George Gore
702 West Washington Street
Urbana, IL 61801

Mr. Arthur L. Brighton
RR1, Box 22
Weldon, IL 61882

Mr. Dale Holtzscher
RR 1, Box 72A
Weldon, IL 61882

Mr. John Stolfa
P.O. Box 589
Mansfield, IL 61854-0589
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cc:
Mr. Ed Wallace, General Manager
Projects

PBMR Pty LTD

P.O. Box 9396

Centurion 0046

Republic of South Africa

Ms. Vanessa E. Quinn, Chief

Radiological Emergency Preparedness
Branch

Department of Homeland Security/FEMA

500 C Street, SW

Washington, DC 20472

Mr. Joseph D. Hegner

Lead Engineer - Licensing
Dominion Generation

Early Site Permitting Project
5000 Dominion Boulevard
Glen Allen, VA 23060

Mr. George Alan Zinke

Project Manager

Nuclear Business Development
Entergy Nuclear

M-ECH-683

1340 Echelon Parkway
Jackson, MS 39213

Mr. Charles Brinkman
Westinghouse Electric Co.
Washington Operations

12300 Twinbrook Pkwy., Suite 330
Rockville, MD 20852

Mr. Marvin Fertel
Senior Vice President

and Chief Nuclear Officer
Nuclear Energy Institute
Suite 400
1776 | Street, NW
Washington, DC 20006-3708

Dr. Glenn R. George

Director, Global Energy Capital Markets
Nomura Securities International, Inc.

2 World Financial Center

Building B, 21st Floor

New York, NY 10281-1198

Arthur R. Woods
Enercon Services, Inc.
500 TownPark Lane
Kennesaw, GA 30144

Ginger Molitor

U.S. Fish and Widlife Service

Rock Island Ecological Services Office
4469 48th Avenue Court

Rock Island, IL 61201

Keith Shank, Manager

Division of Resources, Review and
Coordination

lllinois Department of Natural Resources

One Natural Resources Way

Springfield, IL  62702-1787

Ken Runkle

Toxicology Section

525 West Jefferson Street
Springfield, IL 62761

Robert Mosher, #15

1021 North Grand Avenue, East
P.O. Box 19276
Springfield, IL  62794-9274

Mike McCulley

lllinois Department of Natural Resources
Region Il Office

1556 State Route 54, East

Clinton, IL 61727

Donald Dieker
56 Holiday Drive
Clinton, IL 61727
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cc:

Mr. Tom Rudasill

The Vespasian Warner Public Library
District

310 N. Quincy Street

Clinton, IL 61727

Pacific Northwest National Laboratory
Attn: Ms. Eva Eckert Hickey

MSIN K3-66

P.O. Box 999

Richland, WA 99352



