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March 28, 2005

The Honorable Jay Inslee -
403 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-4701

Dear Congressman Inslee:

I have reviewed your March 23, 2005 letter (Attachment A) to U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission Chairman (“NRC”) Nils Diaz and wish to address your
concerns about American Ecology’s hazardous waste disposal facility in Idaho.

Our Grand View, Idaho facility is fully permitted under Subtitle C of the federal
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (“RCRA”) and applicable Idaho law
and regulation to accept hazardous and PCB waste, and certain low activity
radioactive materials that are exempt from NRC regulation at the time of disposal.
Our RCRA Part B permit was renewed for ten years in 2004 following a detailed
regulatory review by the State of Idaho and the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency that addressed radiological safety and included a public hearing and
opportunity for public comment.

Our Idaho facility poses no credible threat to the Snake River or any downstream
residents. Waste isolation is provided by the site’s superior natural setting and the
federally required triple layer liner system underlying disposal units. This
redundant liner system (Attachment B) includes a three foot compacted clay layer
beneath two synthetic liners as well as a liquids removal system. This remote site
(Attachment C) offers deep groundwater and natural clay formations to provide an
effective backup to the engineered triple liner system. A comprehensive
environmental monitoring and inspection program is employed to verify that the
facility is operated and performs as intended.

For a number of years, our Grand View site has safely disposed of low activity
soil and debris from the Army Corps of Engineers Formerly Utilized Site
Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP), as well as other low activity wastes,
subject to permit conditions. We are confident that soil and building rubble from
nuclear power plant decommissioning falling within specified limits can also be
safely disposed of at this tightly controlled facility.
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We have not yet proposed disposal of any specific wastes from the Connecticut Yankee
decommissioning project but intend to proceed on this path should the NRC first
determine that an exemption applies. Consistent with our current permit, the State of
Idaho would have an opportunity to review and act upon any proposal by our company.

American Ecology prides itself on doing business in a transparent manner to earn the trust
of our regulators and the public. While we have yet to propose disposal of any
Connecticut Yankee waste, we have briefed Idaho regulators, the local government where
our facility is located, the Snake River Alliance and others on the possibility that we may
do so. In this same open spirit, we would appreciate an opportunity to get together soon
with you or your staff to discuss our plans and any further concerns you may have.

By copy of this letter, we encourage the NRC to expeditiously address your questions
regarding agency review of 10 CFR Part 20.2002 alternate disposal authorizations and
related exemptions, as well as the clearance rulemaking referenced in your letter.

Thope this information is useful and look forward to continuing this dialogue. In the
meantime, please contact me at (208) 331-8400 if we can be of service.

Sincerely,

e

Stephen A. Romano

President and Chief Bxecutive Officer
cc: Commissioner Nils Diaz
Commissioner Ed McGaffigan

- Commissioner Jeff Merrifield
Commissioner Greg Jaczko
Commissioner Peter Lyons
Toni Hardesty, Director, Idaho DEQ
- Brian Monson. Hazardous Waste Program Manager, Idaho DEQ
James Tupper




Attachment A: Congressman Inslee letter of March 23,
2005
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Attachment B: US Ecology Idaho Grand View Disposal
Unit Design
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Attachment C: US Ecology Idaho Grand View Site

Characteristics
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