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SUBJECT: Jefferson Proving Ground (License SUB-1435)

Mr. Tom McLaughlin
Materials Decommissioning Branch
Division of Waste Management and Environmental Protection
Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards
Two White Flint North
11545 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852-2738

Dear Mr. McLaughlin:

This is to advise that with regard to the pending matters concerning the depleted uranium
license at Jefferson Proving Ground (JPG), it is the intent of the Department of the Army to
continue with its request for approval of an alternate schedule for submittal of a
decommissioning plan pursuant to 10 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) section 40.42(g)(2).
As outlined in our letter of 4 February 2003, we propose that a license amendment for SUB-1435
be negotiated with the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) that would create a 5-year
renewable possession only license for an indefinite time period. Contingent upon the successful
negotiation of an indefinite duration possession only license amendment for JPG, the Army
would then formally withdraw the revised Decommissioning Plan (June 2002) and
Environmental Report (June 2002) for decommissioning of JPG administratively accepted by
NRC for technical review on 1 October 2002.

This proposed amendment would allow sufficient time to identify the locations for the placing
of additional groundwater monitoring wells, which will correct Environmental Remediation
Monitoring (ERM) deficiencies and allow for the collection of more site specific data to augment
or replace the theoretical model data used in the Request for Termination. There does remain
risk to human safety in placing wells and gathering additional site specific data in areas with
unexploded ordnance (UXO). However, based upon further Army review (including the efforts
recently conducted by the Army Environmental Center at JPG) and the use of explosive
ordnance disposal personnel to identify areas acceptable for soil intrusive activities, the Army
believes the risk can be reduced to a point where wells can be placed and other site specific data
can be obtained in certain areas within the zone of UXO. If approved by the NRC, and
contingent upon funding, the Army plan is to begin implementing these additional actions in
fiscal year 2006, with an estimated 5 to 7 years being required to complete the additional actions.
The details of that plan are being prepared by the Army and will be submitted to the NRC in
accordance with the request from the NRC dated March22, 2005. Subsequent to the completion
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of the gathering of additional site specific information the Army would then provide the NRC
with a revised decommissioning plan and/or environmental report.

The additional time is necessary to adequately and properly resolve questions and deficiencies
with the decommissioning effort. The Army does not believe, based upon all information
available, that there is an undue risk from radiation to the public health and safety that will be
caused by the extended time proposed, and that it is in fact in the public interest to take the time
to ensure the deficiencies are adequately addressed and more specific information be gathered
concerning the condition of the site. More specific details concerning the plan to be enacted
under an alternate schedule will be submitted under separate cover during the week of 23 May
2005.

If you have any questions, please contact either Ms. Joyce Kuykendall, US Army Research,
Development and Engineering Command (RDECOM), at (410) 435-7118, E-mail address
joyce.kuykendall@us.army.mil, or Mr. John Welling, Chief Counsel, US Army Garrison-Rock
Island Arsenal, at (309) 782-8433, E-mail address wellingj@ria.army.mil.

Sincerely,

Alan G. Wilson
Garrison Manager

Copy Furnished:

Mr. Paul Cloud
Ms. Joyce Kuykendall
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STATEMENT OF INTENT

I am the Garrison Manager of the US Garrison-Rock Island Arsenal, and the current license
holder of Material License number SUB-1435, issued by the US Nuclear Regulatory
Commission for Jefferson Proving Ground (JPG).

I intend to request funds be made available when necessary, in the required amount, to
support the proposed license amendment which would create a 5-year renewable possession only
license for an indefinite time period for the area known as the DU Impact Area located North of
the firing line at JPG, submitted pursuant to 10 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) section
40.42 (g) (2).

However, any requirement for the payment or obligation of funds established by this license
termination plan shall be subject to the availability of funds, and no provision herein shall be
interpreted to require payment or obligation of funds in violation of the Anti-Deficiency Act, 31
United States Code (USC) section 1341.

Garrison Manager


