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March 8, 2005

The Honorable Nils J. Diaz
Chairman
Nuclear Regulatory Commission
11555 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD, 20852

Dear Chairman Diaz:.

I am writing regarding information received by my office.that the Dominion
Nuclear Connecticut Inc., the licensee of the Millstone nuclear power plant, refused the
Commission's offer. to install a free device that would greatly enhance security at the
facility because it didn't want to assume the maintenance costs. I am deeply concerned
that this information, if true, reflects a lack of commitment for the security of the power
plant on the part of the licensee and a disregard for the health and safety of the nearby
communities.

Many nuclear power plants which employ a "once-through" cooling system,
including Millstone, Pilgrim and Seabrook, pump in millions of gallons of water per day
through water intake structures located on nearby bodies of water. The water is
constantly circulated through complex systems to cool the reactor and maintain the
temperature where spent fuel is stored in pools, among other functions. In the case of
the Millstone plant, these structures are located on Niantic Bay, an estuary of the Long
Island Sound.

If an interruption in the flow of water from the intake structures occurs, there
would be a serious threat to the safe operation of the facility..Indeed, it is my
understanding that a serious interruption in the flow of water to either Unit 2 or Unit 3
from the point of intake could lead to plant meltdown and catastrophe. It is therefore
critical that the flow of water through the intake structures at Millstone not be
interrupted.

As you know, Al Qaeda has long considered U.S. nuclear facilities to be
attractive terrorist targets, and a waterborne attack is one method terrorists could use. I
have been informed that currently, no obstacle is in place at the Millstone facility to
impede an attack by, for example, suicidal terrorists who drive a motorboat laden with
explosives into the intake structures at the facility.

I have been informed that in 2004, the Commission offered to install a device - at
no cost - at the Millstone intake structures to serve the purpose of impeding and
thwarting such a postulated waterborne attack. I have also been informed that the
licensee rejected the offer because it did not wish to assume costs to maintain the
device.
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This information, if true, would highlight a stunning lack of concern for the
security of the facility and the health and safety of the nearby comrnunities.
Consequently, I ask for your prompt responses to the following questions:

1) Did the Commission offer to install a device that could help to impede a
waterborne attack on the Millstone nuclear power plant? If so, when, and was
the offer made at no cost to the licensee as I was informed was the case? Did
the licensee of the facility accept or reject this offer, and on what basis was the
acceptance or rejection made? Please provide copies of all correspondence,
emails, memos and phone logs related to this matter.

2) Has the Commission offered to install similar devices at other reactors that are
vulnerable to waterborne attacks? If so, please provide a list of each facility to
which such an offer was made, the date on which the offer was made, whether
the licensee accepted or rejected the offer (and on what basis the acceptance or
rejection was made), and if the offer was accepted, on what date the device was
or will be installed.

3) Has the Commission offered to provide other technologies to reactor licensees
that could help address some of the facilities' vulnerabilities to attacks (including
but not limited to waterborne attacks)? If so, please provide a list of each facility
to which such an offer was made, the type of technology offered and the
vulnerability it was intended to address, the date on which the offer was made,
whether the licensee accepted or rejected the offer (and on what basis the
acceptance or rejection was made), and if the offer was accepted, on what date
the technology was or will be installed.

Thank you very much for your attention to this important matter. Please provide
your response no later than April 8, 2005. If you have any questions or concerns, please
have your staff contact Dr. Michal Freedhoff of my staff at 202-225-2836.

Sincerely,

Edward J. Markejj
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From: "Freedhoff, Michal" <Michal.Freedhoff~mail.house.gov>
To: "'Betsy Keeling"' <BJK~nrc.gov>, "Dennis Rathbun (dkr@nrc.gov)" <dkrinrc.gov>
Date: 3/8/05 1:48PM
Subject: Markey letter

Hi there

This went out today. When can we expect the health response and a
resolution of the force-on-force issue? Thanks

Michal

Michal lana Freedhoff, Ph.D.

Senior Policy Associate

Office of Congressman Edward J. Markey (D-MA)

2108 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515

202-225-2836
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