UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
NUCLEAR REGULATORY COMMISSION
DOCKETED 03/11/05
ATOMIC SAFETY AND LICENSING BOARD
SERVED 03/11/05
Before Administrative Judges:

Thomas S. Moore, Chairman
Alex S. Karlin
Alan S. Rosenthal

In the Matter of Docket No. PAPO-00
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY ASLBP No. 04-829-01-PAPO
NEV-01
(High Level Waste Repository:
Pre-Application Matters) March 11, 2005
ORDER

On March 9, 2005, the Department of Energy (DOE), the State of Nevada (State), and
the NRC Staff electronically filed a joint request for an extension of time until March 28, 2005 in
which to submit a joint proposed case management order for privilege logs and associated
procedures. By a brief order that same date, the Pre-License Application Presiding Officer
Board granted the joint extension request. The Board also indicated it would address other
matters raised by the joint request in a subsequent order.

In that regard, if DOE, the State, and the NRC Staff fail to submit a joint proposed case
management order prescribing the format for privilege logs and associated procedures to the
Board on March 28, 2005, then each of them shall submit separate proposed case management
orders on this subject by April 7, 2005. Whether or not DOE, the State, and the Staff submit a
joint proposed order, any other potential participants may submit separate proposed case

management orders by April 7, 2005. In such use, each person or entity filing such a proposed



-2-
order shall file a supplement by April 25, 2005 identifying and explaining the material differences
between its proposed order and the other proposed orders.

The joint extension request also indicates (at page 2) that DOE, the State, and the NRC
Staff currently intend to distribute on March 14, 2005 their joint proposed order to other
participants and “to post it on NRC’s high-level waste website.” The Board notes that there is no
NRC high-level waste website per se. The agency has a publicly accessible page for high-level

waste on the NRC publicly accessible website (located at www.nrc.gov/waste/hlw-disposal/regs-

guides-comm.html) which includes a section for “communications.” Neither the agency website

nor any page thereon is under the control or within the preview of any licensing board.
Therefore, the Board leaves it to counsel for the NRC Staff, as a participant in any joint
proposed case management order, to make all necessary arrangements with the Office of
Information Systems to place any material on the applicable publicly accessible web page. If
wide dissemination of the joint proposed order is the goal, the Board would encourage DOE and
the State to consider utilizing their respective websites for that purpose as well.

It is so ORDERED.

For The Pre-License Application
Presiding Officer Board

[Original signed by:]

Thomas S. Moore, Chairman
ADMINISTRATIVE JUDGE

Rockville, Maryland
March 11, 2005
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