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The Honorable Shirley Ann Jackson
United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Chairwoman Jackson:

I am writing to you to follow up on your testimony before the Committee Gn Commerce's
Subcommittee Energy and Power, on March 25, 1998.

Due to a scheduling conflict, I was unable to offer any questions to you and your colleagues on the
issue of reauthorization of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) at the hearing. I would greatly
appreciate it if you could take time from your schedule to offer some insight to one of the concerns I
have with the NRC.

The NRC is currently conducting a review of IO CFR 35 (Code of Federal Regulations), which will
lead to revisions of the current regulatory requirements for nuclear medicine. On March 20, 1998, the
Commission directed that the rule making process lead to regulatory oversight alternatives consistent
with the lower overall risk of these procedures. The Commission also directed the staff to focus the
new Part 35 on those procedures that pose the highest risk. The medical community, including the
Society of Nuclear Medicine, believes that Diagnostic Nuclear Medicine procedures fall into that low
risk category. The NRC has not undertaken any risk assessment at all, ignoring the documentation
provided by the Society of Nuclear Medicine and the National Academy of Sciences-Institute of
Medicine.

My specific questions are, has the NRC conducted any risk assessment to determine which procedures
fall into the low risk versus high risk categories prior to developing and publishing a proposed rule?
Secondly, why hasn't the Commission undertaken such activity prior to publishing a proposed rule?

I hope that the information I have provided is sufficient enough to answer these questions. If you need
additional information, please feel free to contact my office immediately.

Again, I appreciate you taking time from your busy schedule to answer these questions. In the future,
if I can ever be of any assistance, please do not hesitate to contact my office.
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