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Dear Chairwonman Jackson:

I understand that the American Association of Clinical Endocrinologists (AACE) recently
met with members of the Commission to discuss the training requirements for the use of
radioactive iodine in the diagnosis and treatment of thyroid diseases. Endocrinologists are the
medical specialists who pioneered the use of I-131 over 50 years ago and have primary
responsibility for the care of patients with thyroid disease. They have historically completed
training programs which prepare them to safely use these isotopes in clinical practice.

It is my understanding that the Commission has recommended increasing the amount of
training from 80 to 120 hours of instruction for physicians to be licensed to use radioiodine.
They have expressed concerns to me that this additional training is unnecessary and will prohibit
training programs from providing the number of medical specialists needed in the future. I am
also concerned that this additional training would be required even when endocrinologists are not
seeking to expand the number of radioisotopes they use or alter in any way their long established
techniques in managing their patients.

I would encourage you to consider the concerns expressed by the endocrinologists and
make appropriate changes to the proposed regulation to ensure that this cost-effective medical
care continues to be available for patients with thyroid disease. Thank you for your
consideration of my views.

With kindest personal regards,

Kenneth E. Bentsen, J
Member of Congress
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