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CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

WASHINGTON, DC 20515
February 17, 2005

Dr. Nils J. Diaz, Chairman
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
One White Flint North Bldg.
11555 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852-2738

Dear Dr. Diaz:

I am writing to express my concern about the delayed release of the National Academy of Sciences
(NAS) study on the safety and security of commercial spent nuclear fuel storage facilities.

I received a classified briefing on the NAS study on September 21, 2004. At that time, 1 was
informed that NRC would be working with NAS to prepare a declassified version of the study by
the end of 2004. The NRC subsequently indicated that disagreements between NRC and NAS
over the content of the declassified study delayed the study's release. Most recently, I was
informed that the Commission is reviewing a draft of a declassified version of the study.

I am concerned that the ongoing delay in releasing the study has encouraged a perception by some
stakeholders that NRC prefers to keep the conclusions of the study out of the public domain. I
would appreciate a response from you outlining the NRC's progress on approving a public version
of the study and identifying a date by which you expect the study to be released.

Thank you for your time and attention.

Member of Congress
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