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From: Lois ChalmersIlEER <lois@ieer.org> q 

To: <FOIA@nrc.gov>, <EIE@nrc.gov> 
Date: Thu, Feb 17,2005 6:03 PM k%&&d C&S~: 
Subject: FOlA to NRC re NUREG-181 1, EIS on North Anna power plant 

Freedom of lnformation Act and Privacy Act (FOINPA) Officer 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
Mail Stop T6-D8 
Washington, DC 20555-0001 
Phone: (301) 415-7169 
Fax: (301) 41 5-51 30 
FOIA@nrc.gov 

and, in regard to the fee waiver: 

Office of the Chief lnformation Officer 
at EIE@nrc.gov 

Dear FOINPA Officer: 

Pursuant to the Freedom of lnformation Act, (5 U.S.C., Section 552 et seq. 
(FOIA)), we request that you provide to the Institute for Energy and 
Environmental Research (IEER) materials cited by the NRC in its 
publication: NUREG-1 81 1, Draft Environmental Impact Statement for an Early 
Site Permit (ESP) at the North Anna ESP Site: Draft Report for 
Comment. Washington, DC: Division of Regulatory Improvement Programs, 
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 
November 2004. 

The materials we seek relate to the radiological impacts addressed in 
Chapter 5: Station Operation lmpacts at the Proposed Site. We would like 
to see all papers or electronic files that document the efforts by the NRC 
staff in performing all "independent evaluations" or "confirmatory" 
analyses as part of drafting its EIS, NUREG-181 1, and when examining the 
claims and analyses presented by Dominion Nuclear North Anna (hereafter, 
Dominion). We seek both the calculations and all discussions of the 
calculations. We seek the specific examples given below and all other such 
calculations done by the NRC in preparing this EIS in regard to 
radiological impacts. 

Examples of "independent evaluations" or "confirmatory" analyses cited by 
the NRC: 

In the Section "5.9 Radiological Health Impacts" 
* In regard to subsection "5.9.2 Radiation Doses to Members of the 

Public," we seek the documentation of NRC's "independent evaluation of 
liquid pathway doses" and "independent evaluation of gaseous pathway doses." 

* In regard to subsection "5.9.3 lmpacts to Members of the Public," we 
seek the documentation of NRC's "independent evaluation of population 
doses." 
In the Section "5.10 Environmental lmpacts of Postulated Accidents," 
subsection "5.10.1 Design-Basis Accidents" 

* In regard to subsection "Summary of Design Basis Accident Impacts," 
we seek documentation of the NRC staff review of Dominion's analysis of the 
environmental impacts, including any and all NRC analyses done to verify 
the Dominion analysis as well as all NRC comments on the accuracy, 
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completeness, and adequacy of the Dominion analysis. 
* In regard to subsection "Summary of Severe Accident Impacts," we seek 

documentation of the NRC staff review of Dominion's analysis in the ER and 
documentation of NRC's own "confirmatory analysis", using the MACCS2 code 
including all electronic and paper submissions by Dominion made in response 
to the March 12,2004, request for additional information by the NRC. 
Our request is not limited to the specific examples cited above and applies 
to all other such calculations done by the NRC in preparing this EIS in 
regard to radiological impacts. 

If any part of this request is denied, please list the specific exemptions 
that are claimed for withholding information. The Freedom of Information 
Act also provides that if only portions of a file are exempted from 
release, the remainder must be released. The Institute for Energy and 
Environmental Research (IEER) therefore requests that it be provided with 
all nonexempt portions that can be reasonably segregated. IEER, of course, 
reserves the right to appeal the withholding or deletion of any information. 

IEER is a non-profit organization actively involved in the collection and 
dissemination of information relative to various safety, health, and 
environmental issues. It is among the leading public interest 
organizations doing technical work in these areas, with the primary aim of 
educating the public. It has published many books and reports and 
publishes a quarterly newsletter. The books, reports, and the newsletter 
are used in courses taught in universities in the United States. IEER is 
registered as an educational institution with Teachers Insurance and 
Annuity Association--College Retirement Equities Fund. 

FEE WAIVER: 
IEER requests a waiver of all fees for this request, based on our status as 
an educational non-profit institution. Please let us know if you need 
further materials to support our fee waiver request. Disclosure of the 
requested information to IEER is in the public interest because it is 
likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the operation 
or activities of the government. Through various presentations and 
publications, IEER has demonstrated its ability to convey the request 
information to other interested members of the public. 

To address the factors considered by NRC in applying statutory and 
regulatory criteria used for judging fee waiver requests, you will find 
below my summary of the reasons that IEER should be granted a waiver. 

IEER requests a waiver of all fees for this request. We believe that our 
FOlA requests meets the six factors, as set forth in 10CFR9.41(b), used to 
assess fee waiver requests, as follows: 

(1) Describe the purpose for which the requester intends to use the 
requested information. 
The records requested are needed to analyze and comment in a scientifically 
meaningful way on the Draft EIS as it relates to Dominion's request for an 
Early Site Permit. 

(2) Explain the extent to which the requester will extract and analyze the 
substantive content of the agency record. 
The information requested will provide IEER with the ability to more 
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completely judge the scientific merit of the NRC staffs review of the 
Dominion application. The adequacy of the NRC "independent evaluations" 
and "confirmatory" analyses can only be properly considered in light of the 
information requested. IEER will use the information to examine the 
completeness as well as the accuracy of the NRC work which forms, in part, 
the basis for its conclusions as presented in the Draft EIS. 

(3) Describe the nature of the specific activity or research in which the 
agency records will be used and the specific qualifications the requester 
possesses to utilize information for the intended use in such a way that it 
will contribute to public understanding. 
The records will be used to comment on the Draft EIS. Also, as our work, 
which relies in part on information obtained through FOlA requests such as 
this, is designed for dissemination to the general public, the information 
we are seeking here will likewise be used in our well-established process 
of analysis and subsequent discussions in public hearings, meetings, and 
workshops and also in publications: our newsletter, Science for Democratic 
Action (circulation is approximately 4500 in the United States), technical 
and policy reports, and on our Web site, which gets approximately 1300 
visitors per day. 

Our staff includes highly trained and experienced scientists. The 
scientists who will be first analyzing what the NRC sends to IEER in 
response to this FOlA are Arjun Makhijani, Ph.D. (Engineering, UC Berkeley) 
and Brice Smith, Ph.D. (Physics, MIT). Dr. Makhijani has been speaking and 
publishing books and articles, aimed at a general readership, on technical 
issues relating to the health and environmental impacts of energy 
production for more than thirty years. We would be happy to send you 
copies of the curriculum vitae of Drs. Makhijani and Smith. 

This topic: the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's process of independently 
evaluating the potential environmental impacts of nuclear power plants in 
general and the proposed North Anna plant in particular, is of great 
importance and the general public and the neighbors of the North Anna plant 
will benefit from learning about it from our public presentations, 
discussions, publications and other information dissemination activities. 

as compared to the level of public understanding of the subject before 
disclosure. 
Disclosure of the aforementioned information is likely to contribute 
significantly to public understanding of NRC's processes and previous 
actions. IEER's 16 years of research and production of books, articles, 
reports, and newsletters, based in part on information from government 
agencies via FOlA requests such as this, have established a record of 
IEER's significant contributions to public understanding of the operations 
and activities of the United States government, including the possible 
environmental effects of nuclear facilities. This FOlA request is likely 
to result in a contribution to public understanding of the how one can 
analyze environmental impacts and also NRC's commitment to independently 
analyzing potential environmental impacts of nuclear power plants -- a 
topic of extreme interest to us, our readers, and the general public. 

(5) Describe the size and nature of the public to whose understanding a 
contribution will be made. 
We expect the people most immediately neighboring the proposed North Anna 
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plant will constitute the first group to be interested in IEER's analysis 
of these materials, the audience for this information is national. It is 
of interest to people living near any nuclear power plant or any facility 
regulated by the NRC. In addition it will be used in analyses of the 
current debate surrounding the future of nuclear power in general which 
will also have a national audience. 

(6) Describe the intended means of dissemination to the general public. 
IEER's analysis will be disseminated in person at public meetings, in print 
through our newsletter or reports, and via our Web site. Previous IEER 
analyses have also appeared in numerous US. newspapers throughout the country. 

(7) Indicate if public access to information will be provided free of 
charge or provided for an access fee or publication fee. 
Our analyses are offered at no charge to the public in our newsletter and 
on our Web site. 

(8) Describe any commercial or private interest the requester or any other 
party has in the agency records sought. 
The information we request is not intended for commercial use or for 
private profit. We are a non-profit organization. 

Thank you for your cooperation. As provided in the Freedom of Information 
Act, IEER will expect a reply to this request within twenty (20) working 
days. If IEER does not receive a response within this time, IEER will 
treat this request as denied and will pursue the necessary appeal. 

IEER will be pleased to work with you and your staff to explain or 
reformulate this request as necessary to comply with the terms of the law 
and regulations. 

Sincerely yours, 
Lois Chalmers, on behalf of the scientific staff of IEER 

Ms. Lois Chalmers 
Librarian 
Institute for Energy and Environmental Research (IEER) 
6935 Laurel Avenue, Suite 201 
Takoma Park MD 20912 U.S.A. 
Phone: 1-301 -270-5500; Fax: 1-301 -270-3029 
e-mail: lois@ieer.org 
website: http:llwww.ieer.org 


