7 7T Three federally-llsted species, the bald eagle, p1p1ng plover, and Pitcher’s thistle, have been "«
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ThlS letter responds to your November 22 2004 request for U S..Fish and erdllfe Semce

(Serv1ce) concurrence with’ your determmatlon of effects of the proposed license renewal on . " -

federally-listed threatened and endangered species and is a follows up on a december 23, 2004 : BN

electronic message to Ms. ‘Stacey Imboden.; ~The proposed action would renew the operatmg
license for the Point Beach Nuclear Plant Unlts 1.and 2 (PBNP), fora period of 20 years. ‘It -

~ does not involve addltlonal construction. The plant is located on the western shore of Lake.
 Michigan in Manitowoc County, Wlsconsm We have reviewed the Brologlcal Assessment (BA)
for the license renewal, and any other accompanying documents. Our comments follow.

. documented in Manitowoc County An additional species, the dwarf lake iris, hasbeen -
documented in Brown County, Wthh is traversed by a PBNP transmission line.

The bald eagle is not known to nest in the plant area, and has not been observed foraging in or
near the plant area. The transmission lines. generally extend to the west, away from Lake = -
Michigan. However, we dlsagree with the BA that it extends away from bald eagle foragmg .\
. habitat. Bald eagles have been observed foraging on smaller, interior waterbodtes that may be
, found near the transmission line. Nonetheless, the, llcense renewal does not. mvolve addmonal
e constructlon or expansion of lines. Therefore ‘we concur with your determination that the
' proposed actlon may affect but will not adversely affect the bald eagle.
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The Pitcher’s thistle has not been observed in the PBNP area, or along the transmission line

~ corridors. No suitable habitat has been observed for the thistle within the project area. Based on

this information, we concur with your determmatron that the proposed actlon will not affect the
Pitcher’s thistle. 5

“The dwarf lake iris has not been observed rn the PBNP area or along the transmrssron line
corridors. However, any suitable habltat for the iris is protected from publrc access and would
not be disturbed as a result of the proposed act1on Based on this information, we concur with
your determmatlon that the proposed actron w1ll not affect the dwarf lake iris.

. The piping plover has not been observed on the PBNP* property However there is designated
critical habitat for the plover located to the south of the plant. There is also suitable habitat for.
“the plover on the plant grounds. The Great Lakes piping plover populatlon is rapidly expanding,” - .
“and there is some probability that plovers may attempt to use the beaches on the PBNP property -_. -'.'_’f',f_fi' S
in the near future. The BA states that WE Energies has agreed to conduct an annual individual
census between June 1 and June 15 over the life of the license renewal period; they have agreed

to contact the Service’s Green Bay Ecological Servrces Field Office and the Wisconsin N
Department of Natural Resources (DNR)-Bureau of Endangered Resources on the same day that :
nesting is discovered; and they will collaborate wrth Servrce and DNR staff in protectlon and =
monitoring of those nests. S

Whrle we are encouraged by the w1llmgness of the apphcant to cooperate with agencies in - :
protection of the plover, we request the followmg modifications to the proposed plover—related
actions. We prefer that two or more surveys be conducted during the breeding season, with one -
occurring before May 30, and one or more occurring between June 1 and June 15. Surveys
should be separated by at least 5 days. However if only one ¢ ‘census” is done annually, we’ :
request that it be conducted by June 10. If one or more piping plovers are observed during the v
census, the Green Bay Ecological Services Fleld Office should be contacted immediatelyto~ .. .
initiate coordination on additional actions. The site should be monitored daily without disturbing -

the birds.’ If piping plovers persist on the srte for more than a few days, trained Service staff '
should be allowed to visit the site, accompanled by appropriate personnel, to determine if nesting

has been initiated or will likely occur (based on the behavior of the birds). If nesting occurs, WE
Energres should collaborate with Service and DNR staff in protection and monitoring of the nests* o
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R m accordance with the 2003 Recovety Plan for the Great Lakes Piping Plover

‘Once we receive confirmation that the aforementroned measures will be mcluded in the license

. renewal, we will be able to issue our concurrence with your determination for the piping plover.

We look forward to your response regarding our recommendations for piping plover monitoring
and/or protection.

While our concurrence with your determinations for the bald eagle, Pitcher’s thistle, and dwarf " -~ *'
lake iris is current as of the date of this letter, please be aware that over time, habitats at or near

"~ the project site may be utilized by listed or proposed species not present at this time. Further,

fish, wildlife or plant species occurring within the project area may become federally—llsted as -

. threatened or endangered or proposed for hstmg, it also is possrble that critical habitat could be
proposed or designated for a species. Therefore if the - project is modified, this office should be



contacted for an updated rev1ew of the pI‘OJeCt Our species/critical habitat list is updated every 6

. ‘months.

We appreciate the opportumty to respond. Questlons pertammg to these comments can be .

dlrected to Ms Leakhena Au at 920 866 1734

. Smcerely,
" Janet M. Smith

- Field Supervisor
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