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Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Scoping Meeting
Environmental Tmpacts of a Proposed Uranium Enrichment Centrifuge
Piketon, Oh

I am the Chair of the Central Ohio Sierra Club. The Gro"p has over 5,000 membcrs in
the Central Ohio, including members in Pike County.

I would like to ask that the deadline for comnments on the scoping be extended. First the
information on the Environmental Report was removed from the web for security purposes and
was only recently reinstated. Second, none of us who have been currently involved in this issue
were notified of the public meeting on Nov- 9 where USEC's record of accidents and
contamination releases was discussed. Third, some of the information that was discussed at that
meeting has been classified as confidential for security masons, so we do not have access to it
Fourth, we have had a great deal of difficulty viewing the rst of the material concerning the
violations on the web. Information on Reportable Events that was supposed to be on the web
could not be accessed by our computers. Fifth, questions that we asked at the public meeting
Dcc. 2 have not been answered. I gave a list of questions to Bill Murphie, and I have not as yet
received a reply. So we respectfully request an extension ofthe comment deadline for at least 30
days beyond the current deadline of Feb. 1.

At this meeting I will comment briefly on a few subjects that we think should be
addressed in developing an Environmental Impact Statement.

First, there is debate over whether this facility is needed. Te Carnegie Report: A
Strategyfor Nuclear Secrity states that there ar sufficient stocks of enriched uranium to fuel
existing reactors for several years. Weapons are being dissembled that could provide a good deal
of reactor fael. The report states that production of even LEU could have a destabilizing effect on
nuclear treaties and initiate a stepped-up arms race. The cost to the public coffers, the
environment and political stability mandates that tfiere must be a pressing need for such a
facility.

Second, the public must be intimately involved in the preparation of and comments on a
DraftETS. Tho public must agreuponthe-need forthe facility. The#ftpshould actively
incorporate and respond to public comments and questions throughout the process, and must give
replies to questions on a timely or cven Immediate bests.

Third, it is critical that the proposed licensee, United States Enrichment Corporation, be
financially viable. $Xmust verify the actual and complete resources of this company. Given
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