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February 4, 2005

Mr. Gary Janosko, Branch Chief
Fuel Cycle Facilities Branch
Division of Fuel Cycle Safety and Safeguards
Office of Nuclear Material Safety and Safeguards
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
11545 Rockville Pike
Rockville, Maryland 20852

Ref: Docket No. 40-2259, Source Material License No. SUA-672

Dear Mr. Janosko:

During a telephone conversation between Pathfinder staff and Tom Pauling, DOE, on January
26, 2005, Mr. Pauling noted that DOE would only require the preservation of the wells involved
in the currently NRC-approved ground water monitoring program as stated in the referenced
license. Condition 60 of the license specifies that wells AL-1, AL-6, AL-7, AL-8, AL-9, TI-6,
and Tl-12 are to be sampled on a quarterly frequency. Therefore, we are proposing that all other
wells associated with the tailings system be abandoned. Pathfinder would like to proceed with
the abandonment program beginning in April, 2005. In order to accomplish the work in a timely
manner, we request NRC's concurrence prior to April 1, 2005 on the abandonment of all wells
besides the seven listed above. Our review of the license does not indicate a need for a specific
license amendment concerning this matter. From our perspective, a NRC letter of concurrence
will suffice.

Concerning the transfer of the Lucky Mc uranium mill and tailings site to DOE, Mr. Pauling
indicated that DOE remains on track to accomplish the transfer during 2005. With the
completion of the No. 4 evaporation pond reclamation in December, 2004, Pathfinder anticipates
submittal to the NRC of the Tailings Reclamation Completion Report by April 15, 2005. We
suggest the scheduling of the NRC completion inspection of the site some time during the
summer, 2005, in order to accomplish the site transfer before the end of this year. Please let us
know as soon as possible regarding the exact timing of the inspection.

Sincerely,

T. W. Hardgrove
Manager, Reclamation Operations

Cc: J. Whitten, USNRC Region IV
T. Pauling, DOE
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