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QI:  Please state your name and address.

Al. George Rice; 414 East French, San Antonio, Texas
Q2:  What is your profession and educational background?
A2.  Iam a groundwater hydrologist; I have an MS from the University of Arizona. My

resume has been filed in this case as an attachment to the Petition filed on April 6, 2004.

Q3.  Have you reviewed the LES and NRC‘ testimony regarding EC-2?

A3.  Yes.

Q4. Do you have an opinion of the testimony?
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A4,

Q5.

AS.

Yes. LES claims that the effect of pumpage for the NEF on water supplies and water

levels would be negligible (LES testimony, pages 13 and 28).

However, LES has not demonstrated that this claim is correct. A standard hydrologic
analysis, as described in my testimony (NIRS/PC testimony, page 3), could provide

reasonable estimates of the effects of the pumpage.

In fact, one of LES’s experts, Mr. Peery, stated during his deposition that he had
performed an analysis of drawdown attributable to the NEF. He said his anaiysis showed

that the effects of the pumpage would be negligible. He also said he did not retain records

of the analysis. (NIRS/PC Exhibit 21, pages 11-16 and 47-48).

It is not sufficient for LES to claim that the effects on the Hobbs well field and the Lea
County Underground Water Basin would be negligible. LES must demonstrate it with a

properly performed hydrologic analysis.

On page 38 of its testimony, LES states that an analysis performed by the City of Hobbs
shows that the City’s water holdings will protect the City’s water supply for the next 40

years. Does the testimony provide any information to substantiate this claim?

No. In addition, the Director of Utilities for the City of Hobbs stated that there was no

projection of what Hobbs’ water use will be in 30 years, nor was there a projection of



Q6.
A6.

how much water would actually be available to Hobbs in 20 years (NIRS/PC Exhibit 21

at 20-22).

Does this conclude your testimony?

Yes. -
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