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QI:
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Q2:

A2.

Q3.

A3.

Please state your name and address.

George Rice; 414 East French, San Antonio, Texas

What is your profession and educational background?

I am a groundwater hydrologist; I have an MS from the University of Arizona. My

resume has been filed in this case as an attachment to the Petition filed on April 6, 2004.

Have you reviewed the LES and NRC testimony regarding EC-2?

Yes.

Q4. Do you have an opinion of the testimony?
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A4. Yes. LES claims that the effect of pumpage for the NEF on water supplies and water

levels would be negligible (LES testimony, pages 13 and 28).

However, LES has not demonstrated that this claim is correct. A standard hydrologic

analysis, as described in my testimony (NIRS/PC testimony, page 3), could provide

reasonable estimates of the effects of the pumpage.

In fact, one of LES's experts, Mr. Peery, stated during his deposition that he had

performed an analysis of drawdown attributable to the NEF. He said his analysis showed

that the effects of the pumpage would be negligible. He also said he did not retain records

of the analysis. (NIRS/PC Exhibit 21, pages 11-16 and 47-48).

It is not sufficient for LES to claim that the effects on the Hobbs well field and the Lea

County Underground Water Basin would be negligible. LES must demonstrate it with a

properly performed hydrologic analysis.

Q5. On page 38 of its testimony, LES states that an analysis performed by the City of Hobbs

shows that the City's water holdings will protect the City's water supply for the next 40

years. Does the testimony provide any information to substantiate this claim?

A5. No. In addition, the Director of Utilities for the City of Hobbs stated that there was no

projection of what Hobbs' water use will be in 30 years, nor was there a projection of
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how much water would actually be available to Hobbs in 20 years (NIRS/PC Exhibit 21

at 20-22).

Q6. Does this conclude your testimony?

A6. Yes.
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

Pursuant to 10 CFR § 2.305 the undersigned attorney of record certifies that on January

28, 2005, the foregoing Rebuttal Testimony of George Rice on behalf of Nuclear Information

and Resource Service and Public Citizen, NIRS/PC Contention EC-2, was served by electronic

mail and by first class mail upon the following:

G. Paul Bollwerk, III
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001
e-mail: gpb~nrc.gov

Dr. Paul B. Abramson
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001
e-mail: pbaenrc.gov

Dr. Charles N. Kelber
Atomic Safety and Licensing Board Panel
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001
e-mail: cnkenrc.gov

James Curtiss, Esq.
David A. Repka, Esq.
Winston & Strawn
1400 L St.
Washington, D.C. 20005-3502
e-mail: jcurtissewinston.com

drepka(winston.com
moneillewinston.com

John W. Lawrence, Esq.
National Enrichment Facility
100 Sun Avenue, N.E.
Albuquerque, NM 87109
e-mail: jlawrence~nefnm.com
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Office of the General Counsel
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001
Attention: Associate General Counsel for Hearings, Enforcement, and Administration
e-mail: OGCMailCenter~nrc.gov

Ibcgnrc.gov
abcl (nrc.gov
jthgnrc.gov
dmrl enrc.gov
dac3 nrc.gov

Office of Commission Appellate Adjudication
Mail Stop 0-16C1
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

Tannis L. Fox, Esq.
Deputy General Counsel
New Mexico Environment Department
1190 St. Francis Drive
Santa Fe, NM 87502-1031
e-mail: tannis_f6xenmenv.state.nm.us

Glenn R. Smith, Esq.
Christopher D. Coppin, Esq.
Stephen R. Farris, Esq.
David M. Pato, Esq.
Assistant Attorneys General
P.O. Drawer 1508
Santa Fe, NM 87504-1508
e-mail: ccoppin~ago.state.nnm.us

dpato~ago.state.nm.us
gsmitheago.state.nmn.us
sfarris(ago.state.nm.us

Secretary
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001
Attention: Rulemakings and Adjudications Staff (original and two copies)
e-mail: hearingdocket(nrc.gov

Lindsay .Lo

618 Paseo de Peralta, Unit B
Santa Fe, NM 87501
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(505) 983-1800
(505) 983-0036 (facsimile)
e-mail: lindsay~lindsaylovejoy.com
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