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NRC:

I am writing to urge NRC to deny Petition PRM-73-12, brought by the Committee
to Bridge the gap, concerning increasing the design-basis threat
requirements, and specifically, the "beamhenge" concept.

NRC is well aware, from its own studies as well as those performed by the
Electric Power Research Institute, that any credible outside attack on a nuclear
power plant, using explosives and/or any type of aircraft, is already
exceedingly unlikely to result in any significant release of radioactivity into the
environment. NRC is also well aware of the real Intentions and motivations of
the Committee to Bridge the Gap, and other antinuclear organizations.

It is nothing short of scandalous that the US Is throwing more and more
resources into making nuclear plants still safer from attack, when it is already
clear that the risk they represent is negligible compared to that of the vast
number far superior targets that exist throughout this country. There are large
numbers of targets that not only are far easier to successfully attack, but
which also have far larger potential consequences. Resources that are
misdirected towards further nuclear plant security would be much better spent
protecting these other targets, resulting in a much lower level of overall risk.
Thus, additional nuclear plant expenditures may actually act to increase our
overall risk.

Such expenditures will also act to price nuclear power out of the market (the
true goal of these organizations) resulting in greater use of fossil fuels.
The public health risks from the use of fossil fuels (tens of thousands of
deaths every single year) far outweigh the terrorist attack risks for any
targets, let alone nuclear plants. Increased use of Middle East oil and gas (the
likely result of reduced nuclear power use) will also act to Increase the risk of
terrorist attacks In the first place.
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James Hopf is a nuclear engineer, and is a member of the American Nuclear
Society's Public Information Committee.

CC: <jhopf@bnflinc.com>
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