
February 25, 2005

Congressman Todd Russell Platts
2209 East Market Street
York, PA 17402

Dear Congressman Platts:

On behalf of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), I am responding to your letter of
January 20, 2005, to Mr. Dennis K. Rathbun.  Your letter forwarded correspondence from a
constituent of yours with concerns regarding emergency preparedness for children in day care
facilities within the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  You requested a complete and fair review
of these concerns.  We are aware of these concerns based on earlier correspondence from
your constituent and have been working diligently to respond to them. 

Federal oversight of radiological emergency planning and preparedness associated with
commercial nuclear facilities involves both the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) and the NRC.  Consistent with President Carter’s directive in December 1979 and the
longstanding Memorandum of Understanding between FEMA and the NRC, FEMA takes the
lead in reviewing and assessing offsite planning and response and in assisting State and local
governments, while NRC reviews and assesses the onsite planning and response.  Using
FEMA’s input, NRC then makes a determination on the overall state of emergency
preparedness. 

In order to facilitate a complete and fair review, the NRC is working with FEMA to provide a
coordinated response to the individual concerns of your constituent.  When our review with
FEMA is complete, we will forward you a copy of our response to your constituent.

The NRC considers public involvement in our activities to be a cornerstone of strong, fair
regulation of the nuclear industry. I can assure you that the NRC continues to focus on its
primary mission, protection of public health and safety.  We at the NRC appreciate and share
your interest in protecting the citizens who live in communities surrounding the nuclear power
plants located in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  If you have any additional questions,
please contact me.

Sincerely,

/RA/

Luis A. Reyes
Executive Director 
  for Operations
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