
February 9, 2005

Mr. Michael J. Meisner
Chief Nuclear Officer
Maine Yankee Atomic Power Company
321 Old Ferry Road
Wiscasset, Maine  04578-4922

SUBJECT: RESPONSE TO AREA CLASSIFICATION CHANGE: STORM DRAINS (D3500)

Dear Mr. Meisner:

This letter responds to Maine Yankee Atomic Power Company (Maine Yankee) letter MN-05-
003, dated January 26, 2005, regarding “Area Classification Change: Storm Drains (D3500) -
Section 7."  In its letter, Maine Yankee notifies NRC of its intention to change the classification
of a portion of storm drain piping section 7 from Class 1 to Class 3.

The staff has reviewed the basis for the area classification change, and has the following
comments which need to be addressed by Maine Yankee.

1. Based on industry experience, water effluent samples may not be a good indicator of
residual radioactivity in a system, especially a passive system such as a storm drain or
effluent piping.  The staff recognizes the principal water source for the storm drain has been
the fire protection system and radiological contamination is unlikely.  However, consistent
with good practice, it is prudent to radiologically characterize such areas by obtaining
sediment samples, loose surface and /or direct measurements.  Therefore, the request to
re-classify this section of storm drain from Class 1 to Class 3 area should be based on
characterization data gathered by characterization surveys since personnel access to the
storm drain is achievable.

2. In addition, please clarify how the storm drain areas will be segregated and controlled with
respect to separation of the Class 1 and Class 3 areas.   

If you have any questions regarding this letter please contact John Buckley at 301-415-6607.

Sincerely, 

/RA/

Daniel M. Gillen, Deputy Director
Decommissioning Directorate
Division of Waste Management
  and Environmental Protection
Office of Nuclear Material Safety
  and Safeguards
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Maine Yankee Atomic Power Plant Service List

cc:

Thomas G. Dignan, Jr., Esquire
Ropes & Gray
One International Place
Boston, MA  02110-2624

Ms. Paula Craighead, Esquire
State Nuclear Safety Advisor
State Planning Office
State House Station #38
Augusta, ME  04333

Mr. P. L. Anderson, Project Manager
Yankee Atomic Electric Company
580 Main Street
Bolton, MA  01740-1398

First Selectman of Wiscasset 
Municipal Building 
U.S. Route 1 
Wiscasset, ME  04578

Friends of the Coast
P.O. Box 98
Edgecomb, ME  04556

Mr. Thomas L. Williamson, Director
Nuclear Safety and Regulatory Affairs
Maine Yankee Atomic Power Company 
321 Old Ferry Road
Wiscasset, ME  04578-4922

Mr. Jonathan M. Block
Attorney at Law
P.O. Box 566
Putney, VT  05346-0566

Joseph Fay, Esquire
Maine Yankee Atomic power Company
321 Old Ferry Road
Wiscasset, ME  04578-4922

Mr. Patrick J. Dostie 
State of Maine Nuclear Safety 
  Inspector 
Maine Yankee Atomic Power Company
321 Old Ferry Road
Wiscasset, ME  04578-4922

Mr. William Henries, Director
Engineering
Maine Yankee Atomic Power Company
321 Old Ferry Road
Wiscasset, ME  04578-4922

Mr. Paul Bemis
Stone & Webster Engineering & Construction
c/o Maine Yankee Atomic Power Company
P.O. Box 727
Bailey Point Road & Old Ferry Road
Wiscasset, ME  04578

Mr. Phil Munck
George E. Sansoucy
260 Ten Rod Road
Rochester, NH  03867-0823

Mr. Mark Roberts
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
475 Allendale Road 
King of Prussia, PA  19406

David Lewis, Esquire
Shaw Pittman
2300 North Street, NW
Washington, DC  20037



Mr. Ted C. Feigenbaum
President and Chief Executive Office
Maine Yankee Power Company
321 Old Ferry Road
Wiscasset, ME  04578-4922

W. Clough Toppan, P.E., Director
Division of Health Engineering
Department of of Human Services
#10 State House Station
Augusta, ME  04333

Mr. Michael J. Meisner
Chief Nuclear Officer
Maine Yankee Atomic Power Company
321 Old Ferry Road
Wiscasset, ME  04578-4922


