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. City of Akron
Public Utilities Bureau, Utilities Services Division
INDUSTRIAL PRETREATMENT PROGRAM

FACT SHEET
RADIOACTIVE MATERIALS

Approximately 24,000 facilitles nationwide are licensed by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) or
State Governments to handle radioactive materials. These facllities are permitted by NRC to discharge up to one curie
a year of soluble or readily dispersible material into a sanltary sewer. A concem has arisen with the advancement of
municipal wastewater treatment (l.e. higher removal rates) of possible reconcentration or accumulation of radioactive
materials in the treated sludge. This has the potential to effect the ultimzte method of sludge disposal utilized by
Publicly Owned Treatment Works (POTW).

Radioactive discharges to POTW's have caused sludge disposal problems in Ann Arbor, Michigan, from a
University Research Reactor; in New York State from a smoke detector manufacturer; in Pennsylvania from a nuclear
power plant laundry and in Washington D.C. area from a federal research facllity. Also, as a result of the improper
discharge of radioactive material to the sewer system in Cleveland, Ohlo, low levels of radioactivity have been detected
in the incinerator ash at the Northeast Ohlo Regional Sewer District (NEORSD), Southerly Facility.

. Although the rate of exposure to radloactivity in the Southerly Facillty incinerator ash Is extremely low, with
no threat to the health and safety of the surrounding community or employees {according to NRC), NEORSD has
initiated a very proactive action plan of Investigation and monitoring.

The U.S. NRC has the responsibility to regulate and monitor the discharge of radioactive materials. POTW's
must rely on the NRC to issue licenses and to prevent dumping of radioactive material.

The City of Akron Is currently unaware of any problems in regard to radioactive materials adversely effecting
the POTW or sollds used In the manufacture of its compost. In order to remain proactive and maintain the integrity

and high quality of its compost product and to Insure safe Incinerator ash disposal, the City has taken the following
steps: S ‘

1) Obtained a list of all licenses from NRC In the sewer service area;
2) Initiated a preliminary screening of licensees In regard to licensed materials, uses and disposal
practices;

3) Currently Investigating the avallabllity, cost and need of various testing devices and instrumentation
to monitor radioactivity.

The City’s Investigation is being conducted by its Industrial Pretreatment Program. The Program’s authority
Is derived from Chapter 50 of the Code of Ordinances of the Clty of Akron, Ohlo 1985, as amended in 1991. Section
50.44 (A and C) spectfically states that the objectives of the Sewer Use, Industrial Pretreatment Code are as follows:

To prevent the introduction of pollutants into the clty’s wastewater
system which will interfere with normal operation of the system, safety of
the employees or contaminate the resulting municipal sludge;*

“To improve the opportunity to recycle and reclaim wastewater and sludge
from the system,’

Also, appllwple general discharge prohibitions include section 50.46 parts A, P, SandT.

Any questions or concerns on this "Fact Sheet" should be forwarded to the City of Akron, Industrial
Pretreatment Program, 146 S. High Street, P.O. Box 3665, Akron, Ohlo 44309 or call at (216) 375-2232. This fact

sheet has been prepared at the request of the Water Pollution Control Division by the Industrial Pretreatment Staffof . .

the Utiiitles Services Division, Public Utllities Bureau of the City of Akron. ™7~

Information Sources:

(1) Sludge Newsletter, September 25, 1991 (pg. 157-158)

(2) NEORSD Pipeline, Vol. 8, No. 3 Special Edition

@A) U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, NRC Licensees, Division of Industrial and Medical Nuclear Safety,
February 11, 1993. ‘



INDUSTRIAL PRETREATMENT PROGRAM
WASTEWATER DISCHARGE DISCLOSURE DECLARATION (WDDD)
(Radioactive Materials, Short Form)

Please retumn completed form to:

City of Akron

Public Utllitles Bureau

P.O. Box 3665

146 S. High Strest

Akron, OH 44309-3665 .

Attn: Industrial Pretreatment Engineer
(216) 375-2232

1.  Company Name:
Malling Address:
Address of Premises:
Person to Contact:
Title:

Telephone Number:

2.  Standard Industrial Classification Code(s):

3. Description of manufacturing, business or service activity on premises:

4, Does this facility have an active U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commisslon (NRC) License for the use of
radicactive material? | : Oves O no

If yes, describe the licensed materials, thelr uses and disposal practices:
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5. Does this facllity have a license with the State of Ohlo, Department of Health in regard to radloactive
material (Including NARM materials)? O ves O no
It yes, describe the licensed materials, thelr uses and disposal practices:
6. Does this facility have any discharge of radloactive material or waste to the sanlitary sewer system?
O ves OJ No
If yes, describe the material and/or waste beling discharged including characteristics and quantity:
7. Is a Spilll Prevention Control and Countermeasure Plan and/or a Slug Control Plan in effect for
radloactive materlal for this facllity? ‘ O ves O no
8. Industry Comments:
The information contained In this application is familiar to me and to the best of my knowledge
and belief, such Information is true, complete, and accurate.
{
Name of Signing Official |, ' Signature
Title Date
T e —
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