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Comment on PRM-73-12 (Committee to Bridge the Gap); Nuclear Power Plant Design Basis
Threat

To Whom It May Concern:

There are many targets more attractive than nuclear power plants to those who would spread
destruction around the World. Nuclear plants, especially those in the U.S.A., are already the
most robust and protected of structures. Many have survived earthquakes, multiple hurricanes,
ice storms, and most recently a devastating tsunami. In addition to demonstrating the ability wo
withstand these natural disasters, they can withstand virtual man-made disasters. Science reported
a study in its Sept. 20, 2002 and Jan. 10, 2003 issues that showed that even the worst realistic
reactor accident at a U.S. plant would cause few if any deaths or even casualties. Incredibly, this
study included assumtions of complete terrorist success, melted fuel, and a compromised
containment vessel.

Much more attractive targets, because of ease of targeting, lack of protection, and lethality, dot
our land by he tens of thousands. Oil refineries, gas pipelines, chemical plants, storage facilities,
and trucks and trains carrying lethal cargoes are virtually unprotected; accidents have in fact
caused heavy tolls.

In contrast, hundreds of western-design nuclear power plants have been operating safely for
decades, in addition to hundreds in naval vessels-including those currently supplying clean
water in Southeast Asia. In its relatively young lifetime nuclear power has proven itself to be the
safest major form of electricity in the world.

Nuclear energy is Clean, Affordable, Reliable, Environmentally sound, Safe and Secure, and
Sustainable for the 21" century. Rather than developing rules that might result in gunning down
errant passenger planes or erecting massive dream catchers, the NRC should concentrate on
reducing regulatory burdens and on developing realism-based regulations so that America can get
on with building more of these ultra-safe electricity generators to truly benefit her citizens.

Sincerely,
Denis Beller, Ph.D.
Research Professor, University of Nevada, Las Vegas and Idaho State University
Member, American Nuclear Society
2"d Vice President, Eagle Alliance
Member, The Nature Conservancy and other conservation organizations
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Carol Gallagher
Evangeline Ngbea
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Comment letter on PRM-73-12

Attached for docketing is a comment letter on the above noted PRM from Dr. Denis Beller that I received
via the Rulemaking website on 1/24/05.

His address is:

Dr. Denis Beller
2646 Pershing Cir.
Henderson NV 89074-1332
beller eqr.unlv.edu


