
Nuclear Operating Company

South Tra Pm/ed Ekdb* Genera#,ng Statlon PO. Bar 22 Mbdsorth, Tes7748J

Im FM75-1 0-
4fU 4f 98

0Th
A AA A

January 20, 2005
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Secretary of the Commission
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
One White Flint North
11555 Rockville Pike
Rockville, MD 20852
Attention: Rulemaking and Adjudications Staff

DOCKETED
USNRC

January 26, 2005 (3:40 pm)

OFFICE OF SECRETARY
RULEMAKINGS AND

ADJUDICATIONS STAFF

Re: Comments On The Petition For Rulemaking From The Committee To Bridge The Gap
Regarding Design Basis Threat (PRM-73-12, 69 FR 64690)

On November 8, 2004, the NRC requested public comment on the Committee to Bridge the Gap
petition for rulemaking regarding the design basis threat for nuclear power plants (PRM-73-12).

The STP Nuclear Operating Company does not agree with the petitioner's characterization of the
current design basis threat for commercial nuclear power plants and does not agree with the
proposed changes to the regulations. The licensees of the U.S. commercial nuclear power plants
have been working with the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) and its staff since
September 11, 2001, to assess and upgrade as appropriate all aspects of security for commercial
nuclear power plants. Advisories and orders have been issued by the NRC that address these
concerns. Licensees have taken subsequent actions that have significantly enhanced the physical
security measures and protective strategies at their plants. The U.S. commercial nuclear power
plants were well protected prior to September 11, 2001. Enhancements have and continue to be
made since September 11, 2001. These efforts take into consideration the guidance and criteria
developed by the Department of Homeland Security. The nuclear energy industry has formed a
partnership with the Department of Homeland Security and various government agencies to
provide additional protection that is beyond the private sector capabilities.

If there are any questions concerning the provided comments, please contact me at
(361) 972-7206.

k. A. McBurnett
Manager,
; Nuclear Safety Assurance
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