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OFFICE OF SECRETARY
RULEMAKINGS AND

ADJUDICATIONS STAFF
Secretary
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555-0001

ATTENTION: Rulemaking and Adjudication Staff

Re: Comments on a petition for rulemaking
PRM-73-12

The Committee to Bridge the Gap's petition to upgrade the design basis threat should be
adopted as an NRC rule. There is nothing in place to prevent an aircraft from devastating
certain buildings needed to control the reactor or spent fuel pools. Although the
likelihood of such an attack is not determinable, even after a successful attack, the odds
of another attack could be calculated as extremely low. Therefore, there is no basis for
denying this petition based upon the mathematical probabilities of such an attack
occurring. The defense of nuclear plants must be determined by vulnerabilities.

Since the NRC has done very little to alter the vulnerabilities to air attacks, the NRC must
move rapidly to implement the petitioners request for the "Beamhenge" concept. There is
another variation of these defensive structures as suggested by MIT professor Ted Postal.
It is clear that these passive defensive structures would offer a far greater protective
capability to guard the health and safety of the public.

In 1993, 1 presented video to the NRC on behalf of Three Mile Island Alert showing how
easy it is to rent an airplane and fly over Three Mile Island at very low altitudes.
http://www.tmia.com/security/airplane.html Even a small plain can deliver explosives to
vital buildings needed to control the reactors and spent fuel pools since there are no
defensive systems currently in place.

On October 17th 2001, an e-mail threat from Al Qaeda operatives in Spain stated that
Three Mile Island would be hit with an explosive laden plane later that evening. The
threat said someone working at the plant would disable the cooling system at the same
time.

Three F- 16 fighter jets were scrambled to orbit the plant. The airspace around Harrisburg
and the Harrisburg International Airport was shutdown for nearly four hours. The threat
was determined to be "not credible" and airspace was reopened.

The Harrisburg International Airport is only 2.5 miles from Three Mile Island. It is
possible that terrorists could hijack a commercial airliner in the final moments of
approach and crash it into the nuclear plant. This scenario would not allow time for
fighter jet response.

-Fe MP 10fe, z I-,0 . SECI-OX



In 1992 and 1993, terrorists associated with Ramsey Yousef trained 30 miles from TMI
where they performed a nighttime mock assault on an electrical substation as if they were
attacking a nuclear plant. After they bombed the World Trade Center, they threatened to
attack nuclear facilities.

Scott Portzline
Security Consultant to Three Mile Island Alert
Harrisburg PA

PS We have been waiting for a decision on our September 12th 2001 petition (PRM-73-11)
to require armed guards at the entrances of nuclear plants. Your delay is regrettable.
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From: Carol Gallagher
To: Evangeline Ngbea
Date: Tue, Jan 25, 2005 11:01 AM
Subject: Comment letter on PRM-73-12

Attached for docketing is a comment letter on the above noted PRM from Scott Portzline, Security
Consultant to TMI Altert, that I received via the Rulemaking website on 1/24/05.

His address is:

Scott Portzline
3715 n 3r street
harrisburg PA 17110
sdportzline@comcast.net

Carol


