January 13, 2005

Dr. Mario V. Bonaca, Chairman

Advisory Committee on Reactor Safeguards
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC, 20555-0001

SUBJECT: INTERIMLETTER — REGULATORY STRUCTURE FOR NEW PLANT
LICENSING: TECHNOLOGY-NEUTRAL FRAMEWORK

Dear Dr. Bonaca:

Thank you for your letter of December 9, 2004, regarding the staff’s effort on
“Regulatory Structure for New Plant Licensing: Technology-Neutral Framework.” In
SECY-05-0006, “Second Status Paper on the Staff's Proposed Regulatory Structure for New
Plant Licensing and Update on Policy Issues Related to New Plant Licensing”, dated January 7,
2005, we indicated our intent to complete the development of this technology-neutral
framework. We agree that this is a long-term effort and that there are difficult technical and
policy issues that are being addressed. We also agree that this work has the potential to
provide a more efficient and more coherent regulatory system. We look forward to continued
discussion and interaction with the Committee on this effort.

Sincerely,

/IRA/

Luis A. Reyes

Executive Director
for Operations

cc: Chairman Diaz
Commissioner McGaffigan
Commissioner Merrifield
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