January 4, 2005

Mr. Joseph D. Ziegler, Director

Office of License Application and Strategy

Office of Repository Development

Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste Management
Department of Energy

1551 Hillshire Drive

Las Vegas, NV 89134-6321

SUBJECT: DOE REQUEST FOR EXTENSION TO COMMENT PERIOD FOR FUEL CYCLE
FACILITIES INTERIM STAFF GUIDANCE NUMBER 10, MINIMUM MARGIN OF
SUBCRITICALITY FOR SAFETY (ADAMS REFERENCE NUMBER ML
043290270)

REFERENCE: DOE LETTER, ZIEGLER-DOE/STROSNIDER-NRC, SAME SUBJECT,
DECEMBER 16, 2004

Dear Mr. Ziegler:

In the above referenced letter, you requested an extension of the period for receipt of
comments for consideration on the Fuel Cycle Safety and Safeguards (FCSS) draft Interim
Staff Guidance (ISG) -10, Minimum Margin of Subcriticality for Safety, from the

January 5, 2005, date stated in the December 6, 2004, Federal Register notice to
February 7, 2005. This letter is to inform you that the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
(NRC) FCSS will consider all comments made on the draft ISG through February 7, 2005.

We appreciate your planned comments to draft ISG-10, which is intended to provide licensing
review guidance for fuel cycle facilities licensed under 10 CFR 70. This subject is also
expected to be discussed at an open NRC meeting with industry, an integrated safety analysis
workshop, which is tentatively scheduled for February 22, 2005, in Rockville, Maryland.

Should you have any further question on this subject, please contact Wilkins R. Smith at
(301) 415-5788 or e-mail wrs@nrc.gov.

Sincerely,

IRA/

Melanie A. Galloway, Chief

Technical Support Group

Division of Fuel Cycle Safety
and Safeguards

Office of Nuclear Material Safety
and Safeguards
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