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- T\ UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
REGION [i1

1650 Arch Street
+1/. PRPhlladelphia, Pennsylvania 19103-2029

December 22,2004

Timothy Knapp
Environmental Manager
Cabot Supermetals
County Line Road
Boyertown, PA 19512

Dear Mr. Knapp,

In 2002, EPA created the Resource Conservation Challenge (RCC) as a major national
effort to find flexible, yet protective, ways to conserve our national resources. Among it's goals,
it challenges all Americans to prevent pollution and promote recycling and reuse of materials by
championing a system of efficient materials management that identifies waste which can be
safely recycled and reused as material inputs.

The RCC is comprised of voluntary programs and projects which have a materials
management and resource conservation focus. One of the principle programs that EPA created to
achieve these goals is the National Partnership for Environmental Priorities (NPEP).

NPEP is a voluntary program that fosters partnerships between EPA, state regulatory
agencies and companies, with the goal of reducing the use and/or release of 31 priority chemicals
found in our nation's products and wastes. These chemicals have the properties of persistence,
bioaccumulation, and toxicity. NPEP works through these partnerships to find solutions that
eliminate or substantially reduce the use of priority chemicals in production, or on recovering or
recycling those chemicals that cannot easily be eliminated or reduced at the source.

Based on information provided by Cabot, a wastewater treatment sludge filter cake is
created during the processing or ores which contain tantalum and niobium. This filter cake is
generated at the Cabot's Boyertown, PA facility at a volume of about 20,000 ton/yr. Although
this filter cake contains small concentrations of lead (a priority chemical) which is naturally
present in the ore, it is composed primarily calcium fluoride, which is useful as an ingredient in-
the making of portland cement. Even though lead levels average slightly over 200 mg/kg in the
filter cake, lead concentrations as determined by the Toxicity Characteristic Leaching Procedure
(TCLP) are substantially below the Toxicity Characteristic regulatory level for lead.

The filter cake also contains trace amounts of source material which is regulated by ihe
Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC). Based on information provided by Cabot, activity
levels in this filter cake average less than 10 pCi/gm, and that the NRC will evaluate the potential
risk to workers and the public from possible exposure to this material.
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Rather that continue to send the filter cake to a landfill, Cabot would prefer to send it to a
cement kiln where it would be beneficially used in the manufacture of portland cement. Using
the material in this manner, rather than disposing of it in a landfill, would be consistent with the
goals of the RCC. If the NRC and the PA Department of Environmental Protection approve of
this proposed use of the filter cake, and if Cabot is able to comply with their requirements, EPA
would encourage and support your enrollment in the NPEP.

If you have any questions about the Agency's position, or need further information about
NPEP enrollment, please feel free to contact me, or Tad Radzinski of my staff at 215-814-2394.

Sincerely,

e Naylor, Deputy Director
Waste and Chemicals Management Division
EPA Region III

cc: Glenn Mitzel, PADEP
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